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New faces and old(ish). 

At its June meeting the Parish
Council formally marked the
retirement of Roger Peverett,
with a small gift and flowers.
Roger served for five years as
vice-chariman and, during this
time he also led the Planning
Committee and PEG group.
However, his most valuable con-
tribution was probably as the
organiser and driving force behind our Parish Plan, which was completed
three years ago.  This project involved many local people and set out a series
of tasks and suggestions for the Parish Council to follow.  These remain the
blueprint for much of our work.  At the recent Annual Parish Meeting, the
Plan was reviewed.  Though progress always seems slow, it has been consid-
erable, with many of the challenges met or in hand.  From the sidelines
Roger will be monitoring progress and, hopefully, will continue to support

the work of the Council, and PEG in par-
ticular.  He will also be continuing other
valuable work within our community.  

At the meeting the Council welcomed
two new colleagues, Lyndon Davies and
Phil Taylor, who have been co-opted to
fill vacancies.  Lyndon has served on the
Council in the past and has continued to
be heavily involved in our community,

through the Hockey Club, the Queens Head Odd-Fellows, the Pram race etc.
Phil is leading the PEGenvironmental group and is our Country Warden.
Their knowledge and experience will be very valuable assets for the Council.

Roger’s departure leaves one vacancy on the Council, which has just
increased to two, with the recent retirement of Diane Hunt, whose work-load
has increased, running the English Rose flower shop in the village (more
about Diane’s contribution in the next newsletter).  If you are interested in
the work of the Parish Council and would like to be considered for co-
option, please call ortalk to the Parish Clerk, Nicola Dawkins (842164 or
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk) orChairman Larr y Mulheirn (844595 or
prion@tiscali.co.uk).  Please think about it.
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In your Newsletter

The 'Youth Bus'

Kent County Council's Rural Youth
Project team works with young peo-
ple aged 11-19 in Sutton Valence on
Tuesday evenings 7-9pm, usually at
the Harbour field.  In addition, they
are running an extensive summer
programme, which includes paint-
balling and go-carting trips, activity
days, visits to London (including
theatres) and a two-night residential
visit at Bewl Water.  For details, call
Natalie Penfold on 859171.  

The Parish Council is helping to
fund the project, along with
MAYDAG and Marden PC.
However, the summer programme
receives no extra budget from KCC.
If you run a local business, would
you consider making a donation to
support the project?  If so, Natalie
and her dedicated team would love
to hear from you.

Lyndon Davies Phil Taylor

Summer Night s Dance

Music by ‘Changes’

Friday 29th August 
at the V illage Hall

Make a date. Details on Page 3.



Parish Annual Meeting Report

The Parish Annual Meeting was held
in the Village Hall on 21st May.  
Chairman Cllr. Mulheirn paid tribute
to Cllr. Keith Davies who sadly died
very suddenly in March.  Ex-chair-
man Richard Ashby, who resigned
earlier in the year, was thanked for
his years work for the Parish, as was
Tim Cowan, who stepped down in
February.  Roger Peverett, who is
retiring from the Council, was com-
mended for his service, particularly
on planning and environmental issues
and for his leadership and commit-
ment in the development of the Parish
Plan.  The Chairman said he was
delighted that Lyndon Davies had
agreed to return to the team and he
welcomed Phil Taylor to the Council.

The Chairman thanked George and
Peggy Sanders, who had retired after
10 years as Chairman and Treasurer
of the Village Hall committee.  He
acknowledged the work of committee
members, particularly the new
Chairman, Martin Stokes, who have
organised much-needed improve-
ments to the main rooms.

Cllr. Mulheirn reported on the work
of the Council during the year.  A
planning decision on the Sutton
Valence School Athletics Track pro-
posal was still awaited from
Maidstone BC.   The Council has
joined 15 other Parishes in opposing
the Kent International Gateway plans
at Hollingbourne.  Many of the 28
targets and suggestions set out in the
2005 Parish Plan had been completed,
including new lighting and improve-
ments at the dangerous South Lane-
A274 junction, but he said the
Council was not complacent and is
very concerned about the increase in
traffic on the A274 and the dangers at
Warmlake crossroads.  Cllr. Mulheirn
thanked PC Thomas and PCSOs
Talbot and White for their work.

Cllr. Peverett reported on planning
issues and on the work of PEG, the
Parish Enhancement Group.  The
Village Green now has new seats and
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Guest speaker Garry Thomas, Kent
Chairman of the Council for the
Protection of Rural England, talked
about the effect the extra housing is
having on Kent.  He also covered
Operation Stack and the problems it
causes to businesses and to ordinary
people.  CPRE are very concerned at
the increase in big lorries on rural
roads and are looking at schemes in
other Counties, to see how they deal
with this problem.  Mr. Thomas spoke
with passion about KIG, the proposed
Kent International Gateway and
pointed out the devastation to a huge
area of countryside if this project
were to succeed.

Cllr. Mulheirn thanked Mr. Thomas
and all who came to the meeting. The
evening ended with refreshments

The SVMay Fair

This year the Parish Council Jubilee
Committee invited Peter Shayler's
Family Fair to join us on 17th May.
It was very successful and we hope to
see Peter and his family again.  It is
many years since we had a fair in the
Parish.  An older local resident
remembers a fair coming to the site
that is now the S.V. School cricket
pitch. The circus also used to come to
Sutton Valence - some of the animals
walked up from Headcorn station!  

Unfortunately, this year’s weather
could not have been worse.  It rained
all day and was very cold.  Despite
this, 26 brave stallholders displayed
their wares, the Clothworkers ran the
bar and the Pre-School organised teas
in the Village Hall.  Bob Riden and
the Chart Sutton Art Group put on an
excellent display and Regimental
entertained the children in his inim-
itable way.  The Mandy Ellen dancers
performed for us and we now under-
stand why Simon Cowell admired
them in "Britain's got Talent".  Linda
Waring and her Cubs and Scouts were
fantastic, running the coconut shy in
dreadful conditions.   

We were delighted to welcome
Audrey Hathaway and residents from

a noticeboard.  The steps to Bowhall
allotments are soon to be re-built.
Cllr. Peverett said he had enjoyed his
involvement with the Parish Council.
50 people had been involved with the
Parish Plan and the result had been
very rewarding

Cllr. Eileen Riden reported on the
work of the Open Spaces committee.
MBC and Cllr. Hotson have given the
Parish grants toward the supply of
water to the Harbour allotments. The
Parish Council hopes to extend the
allotments, as there is a waiting list.
We are also looking for grants to
improve the Memorial Fields play
area and car parking.  A questionnaire
asking for ideas on the play area had
been sent to all households and the
results were being analysed.  She also
reported that the Jubilee Committee
had organised the Childrens'
Christmas Party, the Police Band
Concert, Carols around the Christmas
Tree and the recent May Fair.  Cllr.
Diane Hunt and her team of five need
more volunteers if these and other
events are to continue and thrive.

Representatives from various organi-
sations reported of their activities
during the year:-  Jenny Austin on the
WI and Lifeboats, Lyndon Davies on
the Hockey Clubs and the Queens
Head Oddfellows, Charles Hitchcock
on the Three Suttons Society, Stan
Heather on the British Legion, Hilary
Northcroft on the Music Society and
the Weald of Kent Preservation
Society and Christine Parkes on
NADFAS and the Three Suttons
Helpline.

PC Stuart Thomas reported that crime
within the Parish was down although
there were still some problems.  He
and PCSO White had apprehended a
number of speeding motorists.  There
would be another "Drop In Day" in
the Village Hall on 30th August when
he will join the Clerk to answer ques-
tions and respond to problems. 

Cllr. Hotson commented on KIG pro-
posal and the ongoing cost to the
Borough.  He also spoke of his work
with KCC.
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Sutton Valence Care Home.  Because
of the awful weather they ran their
stall from the Village Hall and they
seemed to be having a jolly time.
Mrs. Scott brought children from SV
Primary School to dance around the
Maypole, despite the rain and cold -
they were marvellous.  Unfortunately,
the conditions on the field made it
impossible to hold the children’s
races or the tug-o-war.  Ian and his
lurchers gave a great display and we
are grateful to them for putting on
such interesting entertainment.

The May Fair is a great opportunity
for everyone in Sutton Valence to get
together.  Long may it continue!
Many villages are losing their tradi-
tional Fetes and Fairs, through lack of
support.  The Jubilee Committee will
be organising the Children’s
Christmas Party, the Police Band
Concert and Carols around the
Christmas Tree and we will be asking
for your help to make these events a
success.  Do think about helping. 

Sutton Valence Village Hall 

Redecoration of the main hall and the
toilets is now complete and the new
lights show the hall in its full glory.
The side hall can now be isolated
(with new doors) and the new kitchen
is second to none.  The external
woodwork is getting a new coat of
paint, and the boiler has had major
surgery over the last few months (just
to keep it running). The floors have
been re-varnished (thanks to Brian
and Sheila) and the old Hall is look-
ing at its best. 

The bookings for the Hall (call
842024 to book a room) are increas-
ing and the new web-site (www.sut-
tonvalencevillagehall.co.uk) is adver-
tising Sutton Valence Village Hall far
and wide.  With the support of the
Committee, the Parish Council and
yourselves, the Spring Dance, May
Fayre and Quiz Night have raised
£1200 for the Hall, allowing us to
carry out emergency repairs to the
boiler, toilets and the roof. 

Future tasks include:- 
· Replacement of the existing heating
system with new technology, making
the hall the Green envy of Maidstone.
· Revamp of the toilets and changing
room facilities.
· New stage curtains, PA system,
stage lights etc. 

To raise the money for these projects,
the Hall Committee is planning the
following summer events:-

A Table-Top, Boot Fair, Saturday
19th July. Entrance fee £0.50.  

The SummerDance, Friday 29th
August. By popular request -
Dancing to “Changes”.  7.30pm to
11.30pm.  Licensed Beer and Wine
bar.  Tickets £8.50 (includes table
buffet).  Contact Sue/Martin on
842009.  Tickets also at Post office
and at the English Rose florist and
gift shop in the Village.  We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Finance update  

The work of the Parish Council was
funded last year by £19,000 raised in
local taxation and a £9348 grant from
MBC, to cover work such as grass
and hedge cutting, open spaces etc.
This was boosted by £2990 in addi-
tional grants that the Parish Council
won for other projects.  In addition to
basic running costs, these monies
contributed to the  provision of street
lights, improvements in our open
spaces and provision of water to the
Harbour allotments.  Publication of
our newsletter has also been helped.
Some of the grants came from our
local MBC and KCC councillors,
Pauline Stockell and Eric Hotson,
who provide funds to help support
local initiatives and improvements.    

The Parish Council also backed work
to improve both the Village Hall and
Youth Centre (Parish Rooms).
Replacement of most of our old
street-lights by new low-energy, cost
effective lighting has been completed
in the north and south of the village.
Provision of new 'heritage' lamps in

the historic village centre will be a
slower and more costly process -
three have been changed so far.  Play
areas were maintained and a need for
new play equipment and increased
parking at the Memorial Playing
Fields was identified, for which
money is being set aside. 

Roads update

You may have noticed the welcome
upgrade to the traffic islands and
lighting at the A274/South Lane junc-
tion.  The long-awaited arrival of the
40mph area from SVHill to beyond
South Lane has also finally happened.
Kent Highways (KHS) have now
completed the road markings etc, so
this project is, at last, nearly complete
after three years planning and persua-
sion.  

Discussions with KHS indicate that
road crossings are on the agenda and
we hope that a crossing outside the
Primary school will be installed soon.

Progress in other areas is less encour-
aging.  KHShave analysed the num-
ber of accidents at Warmake cross-
roads and concluded that too few
cause injury for them to act urgently.
Hence a major re-vamp of this area
will probably not happen before
2010-11.  However, specific improve-
ments on signage, surfacing and
markings may still be feasible and the
Council will pursue these ideas.  

On a confusing note, the issue of the
exact position of North Street was
raised by MBC recently, since their
view and that of the Post Office dif-
fer. We have confirmed that, official-
ly, it runs from the Kings Head to
Warmlake crossroads, where the
A274 then becomes Maidstone Road.
If this clarification affects you, please
discuss it with the Clerk on 842461.

Kent International Gateway

The Joint Parishes Group is building
its case against plans by the AXA
Group to build a major rail/road
freight terminal at the Leeds junction
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(J8) on the M20.  The proposal would
wreck a major area of countryside,
cover it in warehouses and put thou-
sands of extra lorries and cars on our
roads each day.

Progress is slow, particularly since
the Highways Authority has blocked
the plans until the proposers give
more information on transport and its
impact on the Maidstone area and the
M20.  This block has just been
extended, so the next steps remain
unclear.  

However, it has been reported that
MBC may decide to reach a decision
on the planning application in the
next few weeks.  If this is rejected, a
costly appeal could follow.  The
MBC Planning Committee will meet
in public, probably at Mote Hall.
This is a vital issue for the country-
side and the furture of local villages.
Look out for an announcement and
come along, to hear the arguments
and show that you care about our
environment.

Allotments - for you, too?

The Parish provides allotment plots at
the "Allotment Gardens" at Tumblers
Hill, better known as 'Bowhalls' and
at the Harbour, off South Lane.
Twenty three plots are currently in
use.  They provide opportunities to
grow your own food, to eat more
healthy, organic vegetables and to
take valuable exercise in the open air. 

At a cost of £12.50-£17.50 per year,
each plot offers great value and
encouragement to get out, keep fit
and 'grow your own'.  There is cur-
rently a waiting list but the Parish
Council is hoping to add new plots,
particularly at the Harbour and, possi-
bly, to make smaller plots for junior
gardeners.  Would you like to join the
scheme?  Do you think we should
create more allotments?  What about
smaller plots for young people?  Give
your views to the Clerk on 842461 or
e-mail clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Help for Pensioners in Need

The spring newsletter gave details of
the "Pension Charity of William
Lambe".  The origin of the fund goes
back at least to 1910.  Its objectives
are to pay pensions to “poor persons
of good character who have resided
in Sutton Valence or an adjacent vil-
lage for more than two years”.  Men
must be at least 65 while women
must be over 60.  Awards are worth
£500/yr, though, to qualify, applicants
must have fairly low savings. 

The charity currently has funds avail-
able.  Do you qualify or know
somone who may?    For details, call
the Clerk (842461) in confidenceor
e-mail clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Policing - PCSO Jon White

I have been a PCSO for just over a
year now and I also cover the Leeds,
Kingswood and Langley wards. Over
the past few months I have thorough-
ly enjoyed my time in the parish, reg-
ularly patrolling the area and getting
to know the locals.  I attend the
monthly Parish Council meetings and
give a brief report on crime figures.  I
would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone on the Council for
making me feel welcome. 

I recently attended the May Fair -
good fun despite the bad weather -
and the Sutton Valence charity cricket
match. I will soon be giving a talk to
the children at the Primary School, to
tell them about my job and to give
drug awareness advice.  PC Thomas
and I will continue to deal with local
issues and to work on the PACT pri-
orities of speeding, parking and litter.
Please don't hesitate to contact me
(see noticeboards or call the Clerk).

Calling Senior Citizens

The Jubilee Committee and the
Queens Head Oddfellows want to
organise a treat for our Senior
Citizens.  Suggestions include:-

<>  a choir concert and tea on a
Sunday afternoon at the Village Hall, 

<>  an outing, perhaps to the seaside?

We are also hoping to set up a
“Down Memory Lane” project, ask-
ing seniors to record their memories
of the parish and the Maidstone area.
Would you like to come along or to
help us organise these events?  Phone
Di Hunt (843371) or Eileen Riden
(844953) with your views.     

We need to know what you want.
DO LET US KNOW.

Parish Enhancement Group

A really awful, snow-laden day greet-
ed the Parish Action Day on Sunday
6th April, keeping all but 11 hardy

M O R E R E P O R T S  F R O M  Y O U R  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L

Parish Councillors

Cllr. Larry Mulheirn, Chairman
(844595), Cllr. Maurice Stancombe,
Vice-Chairman (844845), Cllr. Peter
Green (843230), Cllr. Eileen Riden

(844953), Cllr. Janet Burnett (842166),
Cllr. Phil Taylor (843214), Cllr. Lyndon

Davies (844046)

Clerk to the Parish Council
Ms Nicola Dawkins  (842461)

e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Borough Councillor
Cllr Paulina Stockell,

Tel/Fax: 842508, e-mail:
paulinastockell@maidstone.gov.uk

County Councillor
Cllr. Eric Hotson (01580 892312)
e-mail: eric.hotson@kent.gov.uk

Y O U R  P A R I S H
C O N T A C T S
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souls away.  Despite the foul weather
we did manage to cut a new path
through the top of Mrs. Argles’Wood
and to dig out most of the Spanish
bluebells.  The Sayer, Wood and
Riden families also extended the
clean-up work to areas in the south
and north of the parish this time.

The next Parish Action Day is
planned for the morning of Saturday
1st November so, if you missed the
last one, come and help next time.
We already have a number of jobs
planned, but if you feel that your area
needs something doing, contact Phil
Taylor on 843214 and he will help
you plan the work.

Soon the PEG team will be complet-
ing renewal of the steps from the
layby at the top of Tumblers Hill up
to the Greensand Way and Bowhalls -
apologies in advance to users for any
disruption. 

How to get out of cutting the
hedge - Excuse No. 3

Did you know that birds are still nest-
ing in your hedges right up to July or
early August, often producing their
3rd batch of fledglings?  If you like
blackbirds, thrushes, chaffinches and
other birds in your garden, then give
them a chance - use the 3rd or "Bird"
Excuse - don't cut your hedge until
July at the earliest and preferably not
until August.  It will probably be the
only cut you'll need to do in the year!

Pothole blitz

In April Kent Highway Services
launched a crash program of pothole
filling.  They tried hard. though our
parish experience was mixed - most
holes were filled but with a varied
quality of work. 

The pothole spotting season contin-
ues.  If you see one or drive into one
call 08458 247 800 or click on ‘report
a fault’at www.kent.gov.uk/highways
Make a note of the incident number.

50 Years of Roses

An historic tradition celebrated its
Golden Anniversary at 8.30am on
Midsummer’s Eve, when parishioners
and scholars from Sutton Valence
School gathered on the village green
for the annual Rose Ceremony.  They
were joined by School Chaplain
Father Paul Kish and the School
Choir.

For the Parish Council, Cllr. Peter
Green presented the School with a
single rose, the annual peppercorn
rent for the use of the village green,
which is owned by the School.

Headmaster Mr Joe Davies said: “The
School has a history stretching back
to 1576 and the Rose Ceremony con-
tinues to be one of the more unusual
events on our calendar.  It is a public
declaration of the close links between
the School and the Parish, in which it
plays an important role.”

Church Retirement

Rev. David and Mrs. Penny Barker
leave at the end of July, after eighteen
years of service to the three Suttons
parishes.  When they arrived the
Parochial Church Council was plan-
ning major repairs and redecoration
of St. Mary's.  David took charge of
the work and to this day the church
and churchyard are well maintained
and the decor is much admired.  As
well as the regular Sunday services
David has presided at the big occa-
sions when the church is packed -
Remembrance Sundays, services for
the Millenium and the Jubilee and
Christmas services for children, all of

which have called for a blend of cre-
ativity and tradition. They have been
much appreciated especially by occa-
sional worshipers, who have felt wel-
comed.  David has always encour-
aged parishioners to take the respon-
sibility for church activities,which has
been reflected particularly in the
work of the Readers, the Organist and
others.  

Penny has found time to hold many
coffee mornings in the vicarage and
lunches in the garden and she has
proved to be an indefatigable
fundraiser, with her books and cards
on sale.  She will continue teaching
for a short while.  As David and
Penny retire to the south coast, the
church community wishes them every
happiness, hopefully with not too
many long train journeys!

Sutton Valence Music Society

The Max Brod Trio from Prague
starts our 08-09 season. Their recital
will be held on Friday 3rd October.  

The full calendar of concerts will be
on our website, www.suttonvalence-
musicsociety.comin early August. To
receive a programme, please contact
Hilary Northcroft on 844888.

Sutton Valence WI

Our latest Jumble Sale was a great
success and we wish to thank all
those who kindly donated items.  In
May we had a presentation and a dis-
cussion about the WI resolutions for
2008. This year we are concerned

P A R I S H  A N D V I L L A G E  N E W S

S O C I E T Y N E W S



SV Royal British Legion

We had a very nice 85th Anniversary
Service combined with the Family
Service on the 18th May, followed by
refreshments in The Queens Head.
Thanks to Revd. David Barker for the
Service and Barry and Lena for the
refreshments enjoyed by all of the
Legion members who turned out (not
as many as expected, rather disap-
pointing).  Prior to the service we laid
a wreath at the War Memorial.  In late
July six members from the Branch
will join the County Pilgrimage to
Caen in Normandy visiting Hill 112
and four other War Cemeteries from
World War II.

In early August we are visiting
Eastbourne where the Band of the
Royal British Legion will be playing
on the Bandstand in the afternoon.  In
late September Branch Members will
join County on a weekend trip to the
National Arboretum in Staffordshire.  

Our meetings commence on Monday
1st September.  The AGM is on
Monday 6th October.  The next two
meetings are Monday 3rd November
and Monday 1st December.  All meet-
ings are in the Music Room, Sutton
Valence School, 7.30 for 8.00pm.  

Remembrance Sunday is the 9th
November.  Remembrance Day is
Tuesday 11th November (the 2 mins
silence) and exhortation at the War
memorial at 11.00am - all welcome. 

Thr ee Suttons Helpline

If you need help with transport to
local surgeries or hospitals, or with
collecting prescriptions or shopping,
please telephone one of the following
numbers:

843235     842530     842346

This is a "good neighbour" scheme,
which is run by volunteers and is
funded by local charities and by
donations from those using the serv-
ice.  If you are interested in helping
with this scheme, please call
Christine Parkes on 842217.
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about the lack of treatment in a safe
environment for those prisoners who
have mental health issues.  On a
beautiful June evening we enjoyed a
cold glass of Pimms in the wonderful
garden of Boyton Court. We returned
to the Village Hall to hear a talk by
Hilary Newman about our favourite
flowers.  

New members and visitors are always
welcome. We meet on the second
Tuesday of the month in the Village
Hall at 7.30pm and enjoy all sorts of
activities at other times. Do come and
join us. For information call 843912. 

RNLI - Maidstone Villages
Branch

The collections at Tovil's Tesco were
a great success over two days in May.
We covered many hours and were
lucky enough to have the help of
Maidstone Sea Scouts, which was
wonderful. 

We have now completed the house-
to-house collection, which, though
tiring and sometimes tedious, is a
good way of flying the flag and rais-
ing money for the Lifeboats.  Thank
you to all our collectors.  If you are
willing to collect in your own area -
please come forward!  We can always
do with more help.

In June, we held a Chocolate
Tombola at Boughton Monchelsea's
Primary School Fete.  This proved a
good idea, working like a magnet to
all ages - everyone loves chocolate!
We will be repeating this at
Kingswood's Fete Day in July, so,
more fun to be had.  Some fund rais-
ing really can be fun, especially in
August, when we will hold a
Strawberry Tea - strawberries and
cream in the garden.  All we need is
some sunshine!

Enjoy the rest of the summer, stay
safe at the seaside, and don't think
about Christmas yet.  (we’ve got
some nice cards in stock though!)

SV Gardeners Association

By the time you read this the Sutton
Valence Gardeners will be reaching
the end of our programme of talks
and visits, as these are timed for the
early part of the year when the
demands of our gardens are minimal. 

We had fun earlier in the year with a
misunderstanding between
"Naturalist" and "Naturist" which
suggested we may all be gardening in
the buff. This gave great amusement
to Radio Kent's gardening pro-
gramme, and added publicity for us.
Leonard's Lee Garden was a glorious
visit in all respects.  The Azaleas,
Rhodendrons, the Wallabies, and of
course the weather all contributed to
a wonderful day out.

Our Autumn Show is on Sunday 7th
September in the Village Hall.  On
Sunday 12th October we have a talk
"The Lavender Collector by Simon
Charlesworth in the Village Hall @
2.30 pm.  Wednesday 12th November
is our Annual Dinner, and on Sunday
23rd November we have our AGM at
the Surgery, South Lane at 2.30 pm.  

Sutton Str ollers

We meet on the third Sunday of each
month. The usual venue is Sutton
Valence Village Hall car park at
1.30pm. Walks usually take 2 to 3
hours. Next dates are 20th July, 17th
August, 21st September, 19th October
and 16th November, plus one on New
Year’s Day.

The September walk will be on the
Sunday 21st from Minnis Bay to
Westgate and return, starting from
Minnis Bay at 11.15 and will include
a lunch stop.   

New Year’s Day includes a social
gathering after the walk.  Details are
shown in the villages section of the
KM.  New members are welcome -
call 843752 or david.gray@carr-
gomm.org.uk



adventurous activities, ranging from
hiking to fire lighting.

Our troop is small at present but from
small acorns big oaks will grow.
Scouts is run by Peter Croft and Billy
Richford, currently on a Monday.
Come and join us!  For more infor-
mation call Peter Croft on 07793
708389.

Sutton Valence Tennis Club

Sutton Valence Tennis Club is situat-
ed to the back of the North Street
playing field with parking available at
the Village Hall.

We welcome new members of all
abilities to our friendly club, which
has three hard courts.  Club times are
Tuesday and Wednesday from 6.30,
Friday 10.30 and Sunday 2pm.

Why don't you come along to see us
and join in, with no obligation.
Perhaps next Tuesday evening would
be a good time? All members get
their own key and can play at any
time.  For membership enquiries call
Jenny Waterman on 844559, email
johnrwaterman@btopenworld.com

Other Parish Contacts

SV Table Tennis Club - Bob
Pocock, 843468.

Thr ee Suttons Society - Charles
Hitchcock, 743984.

Sutton Valence Squash Club -
Denise Humphrey, 01580 892292.  

SV Pre-School - Carole Hunt 844759 

Sutton Valence Volley Ball -
Petra/Bruce Sealey 741204 

Thr ee Suttons Darby & Joan Club
Maria Mackelden, 861783

Warmlake Short Mat Bowls Club -
Brenda French, 843560.
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Preschool and Toddler Groups

Sutton Valence Pre-School is based in
The Parish Rooms, behind St. Mary’s
church in Chart Road.  The school is
a member of the Pre-School Learning
Alliance and follows the 'Birth to
Three Matters' and 'Foundation Stage'
Curriculum.  We are a fully inclusive
group and we can support children
with Additional and Special Needs.  

For more details, term dates and to
read the excellent OFSTED inspec-
tion report, see the Pre-school’s web-
site at ww.suttonvalencepreschool.org
You can also contact Carole Hunt,
Pre-School Supervisor, or Secretary
Angela Phillips on 842388.

The SVToddler Group meets on
Tuesday mornings from 9.45 to
11.30am in the Parish Rooms.  Come
along and join us and meet other par-
ents, carers, babies and toddlers.  For
more information please contact Anna
Kish on 842814.

Sutton Scouts

Thank you to everyone for donating
Sainsbury's Active Kids vouchers to
our group. We have ordered equip-
ment that can be used by the whole
group.Our sponsored bike ride in
support of Demelza House raised
approx. £200 and we are still await-
ing all the sponsor money to come in.
Please get any outstanding sponsor
money in as soon as you can. We
hope to present a cheque to a repre-
sentative from Demelza House at our
AGM. Thanks, too, to Mrs Drury at
SV Primary School for allowing us to
use the school.

BeaverSection: Our thanks go to
Bob Hitch, of the Buttercup Goat
Sanctuary.  Beavers and the adults
who stayed listened carefully to sad
stories of some of the many rescued
goats.  The colony sponsored Toby,
one of the rescued goats. We learned
how to groom, lead and feed the
goats.  In June the children took to
their bikes for our cycling evening -

they all improved their cycling skill
and four Beavers put this into prac-
tice for Demelza House by taking
part in the sponsored bike ride.  Well
done to everyone who took part.

Cooking in mud ovens was our next
challenge. Success - bread and cakes
were enjoyed by all.  If you want to
take part in the fun of Beaver
Scouting, either as a Beaver Scout, or
as an Adult Leader or helper please
contact Marilyn on 843089.

Cub Section:An interesting evening
was spent at Boughton Monchelsea,
making bread and small cakes in mud
ovens. It was amazing how hot the
ovens got and how quickly small
cakes could burn to a crisp!  However
as the evening wore on we became
better cooks and some of the bread
was very tasty and readily devoured.
Many thanks to Karen and Kevin
Filmer for the use of their land for
this activity.

We visited Maidstone Fire Station in
July.  The fire officers are keen for
parents to come too, as a lot of the
information given is valuable for
everyone.  Six members of the pack
are participating in 'Let Me Entertain
You' - the area event in July. 163 cubs
are taking part so it should be a good
day!  If you want to take part in the
fun of Cub Scouting, either as a Cub
Scout, or as an Adult Leader or helper
call Linda Waring on 843112.

Scout Section: Scouts are encour-
aged to take part in a wide range of
activities. To recognise his or her
achievements there are a number of
Challenges Awards and Activity
Badges. The programme helps them
to find out about the world in which
they live, encourages them to know
their own abilities, to keep fit and to
develop their creative talents. It is
also an opportunity to explore their
own values and personal attitudes.
Being outdoors is important and half
the programme is given over to tradi-
tional Scouting skills, such as camp-
ing, survival and cooking, as well as

S P O R T

C O M M U N I T Y N E W S
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Please send your news / events /
activities to the Parish Clerk: 

SV Parish Clerk
10 Warmlake Cottages

Chartway Street, Sutton Valence
Maidstone, Kent  ME17 3JA

Tel:  842461
e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

COPYDEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER:

TUESDAY, 30TH SEPTEMBER

Summertime ‘Whats on’ Guide:

Sat. 19th July - Freighter - 2-2.30pm opp South Bank, 2.30-2.50 Captains
Close, 2.50-3.15 The Harbour
Sat. 19 July -” Table Top” Boot Fair - SVVillage Hall, 2-5pm
Sun. 20th July - Sutton Strollers, meet at Village Hall, 1.30pm
Sun. 10th August - Freighter - 10-10.30am opp South Bank, 10.30-11.00
Captains Close, 11-11.30 The Harbour
Sun. 17th August - Sutton Strollers, 1.30pm
Fri. 29th August - Summer Dance with “Changes”, SVVillage Hall, 7.30pm
Mon. 1st September - Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.00pm
Mon. 1st Sepember - Royal British Legion - Music Room, SVSchool 7.30pm
Sun. 7th September - Gardeners Association - Autumn Show - Village Hall
Sun. 7th September - Freighter - 11-11.30am opp South Bank, 11.30-12.00
Captains Close, 12-12.30 The Harbour
Sat. 13th September - Friends of Kent Churches sponsored bike ride
Sun. 21st September - 11.15am Sutton Strollers,Minnis Bay to Westgate
Sat. 27th September - Freighter - 10.30-11.00am opp South Bank, 12.00-12.30
Captains Close, 12.30-13.00 The Harbour
Fri, 3rd October.  SVMusic Society, “The Max Brod Trio”, 7.30pm SVMusic
School. 
Mon. 6th October - 7.30pm AGM Royal British Legion, Music Rm, SVSchool
Sun. 12th October - 2.30pm - Gardeners Ass. ‘Lavender Collector’ Village Hall
Mon. 13th October - Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.00pm
Sun. 19th October - 1.30pm - Sutton Strollers
Sat. 25th October - Freighter - 2.00-2.30pm opp South Bank, 2.30-2.50
Captains Close, 2.50-3.15 The Harbour
Mon. 3rd November - 7.30pm Royal British Legion - Music Room, SVSchool
Sun. 9th November - Remembrance Sunday
Mon. 10th November - Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.00pm
Tue. 11th November - 11.00am Remembrance Day - 2 minutes silence and
exhortation at the War Memorial, opposite the Kings Head.
Wed. 12th November - Gardeners Association - Annual Dinner
Sun. 16th November - 1.30pm - Sutton Strollers
Sun. 23rd November - 2.30pm Gardeners Assoc. AGM, Surgery, South Lane
Sun. 16th November - 2.30pm Sutton Strollers

Regular Clubs
KCC-run Youth Bus - every Tuesday - The Harbour 7-9pm
Darby & Joan Club - 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month - Langley Village
Hall 2.00-4.30pm
Sutton Strollers - 3rd Sunday of every month, S.V. Hall car park at 1.30pm
Short Mat Bowls - most Tuesdays & every Thursday S.V. Hall 8.00 - 10.00pm
Table Tennis Club - every Monday S.V. Village Hall, 7.30 - 10.30pm

Annual Bike Ride

Friends of Kent Churches

Saturday 13 September

A cycle-ride or walk around Kent
churches - a chance to see inside
them all, a chance to 'fight the flab',
a chance to help raise money for this
local charity by getting some spon-
sorship. 

A Win! Win! Win!
Every little helps - your sponsorship
money is split equally between a
church or chapel of your choice and
the charity itself, Friends of Kent
Churches, helping to save churches
in Kent.  See the Friends' website:
www.friendsofkentchurches.co.uk

Contact your parish organiser or the
Event Co-ordinator Carolyn Millen
on 843383, carolyn.millen1@btinter-
net.com

Speedwatch.

Do your bit to keep speeds down.
Join the team - call the Clerk on
842461

Remember - many of the fast driv-
ers on the A274 are local.

Kill your speed, too.

Pot-holes Hotline

Report your favouirite 
pot-holes to Kent Highways on

08458 247800

Next Parish drop-in session

Clerk Nicola Dawkins and PC Stuart Thomas
will be holding their next drop-in session at the
Village Hall on Saturday 30th August, 10am

to noon. Make a note in your diary.  Bring
along your problems, queries, ideas and criti-

cisms and join us for a cup of tea.
-------------------------------

Crime - call 999 if an incident is happening now.   Call 690690to report any
other crime or incident that needs police to attend.  Don’t just forget it.       


