
Kent International Gateway (KIG)

Developers are proposing to a build a huge freight yard to the west
of Junction 8 on the M20.  Kent International Gateway would
receive imports from around the world, landed at Dunkerque and
transported by Eurotunnel to the site.  Consignments would then go
largly by road and also by train to London and the Midlands.  The
site would  take up 100 acres of prime countryside and cover them
with huge warehouses.  The site would see 2000 truck movements
each day and the clogged M20 would be put under further pressure.
Employees would also have to travel long distances.  The knock-on
effect of increased traffic on the A274 would also be significant.

KIG is opposed by Kent County Council and others, including the
local pressure group 'StopKIG'.  The Parish Council has joined JPG
(the Joint Parishes Group) with fifteen other local parishes.  Their
aim is to lobby and seek professional help to prepare the case against
this development.  This will be presented to Maidstone BC Planning
Committee.  Whatever the decision, it is likely that the losers will
appeal to the Secretary of State.  This may be a long struggle, one
that could alter the character of the Bearsted, Thurnham, the North
Downs countryside and our road network for ever. 
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All change in SV? 

It was a turbulent end to 2007, from a Parish Council chairman's point of view.
George Sanders, Robert Murfin and Richard Ashby, three long-serving residents,
stood down from key posts, after many years of service to our community.  Their
successors, Martin Stokes, chairman of the Village Hall committee, Nicky
Dawkins, our new Parish Clerk and I will endeavour to carry on the work, with
support from our willing colleagues and with the Parish Plan as our framework.  

"Are they getting anywhere" I hear you ask.  It is slow but the answer is "Yes".
The village green has been smartened up with more to come.  Work is finally starting on improving and lighting the
dangerous South Lane junction, with an extended 30mph zone finally on the way.  The Village Hall has a new kitchen
and the Parish Rooms new toilets and doors.  New low-energy lights are brightening many areas of the parish, halving
our carbon footprint, and new bulbs are about to spring into life in the hedgerows.  Discussions are underway and grants
are being sought to improve Warmlake crossroads, the crossing at SVPrimary school, play areas, allotments, parking
and more refurbishment is already happening at the Village Hall and Parish Rooms.  

A lot of dedicated voluntary work keeps our many clubs and groups running smoothly and makes community social
events so successful.  Perhaps the question should be "Am I doing my bit?"  If the answer is "No", there is still time for
an extra New Year resolution.  Read the Parish News.  Pick up the phone.  Call one of the groups you had thought about
joining but never quite did.  Ask question?  Call the Clerk or myself.  Take part!   Larry Mulheirn, Chairman, SVPC.
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In your Newsletter

New Parish Clerk.

At the start of January, Nicola
Dawkins took up her post as
our new Parish Clerk.  She
has made a good start at the
task helping Parish
Councillors to work more
efficiently and she is keen to
play her part in improving the
Council’s service to the

Parish.  You can reach her on 842461 or by 
e-mailing  clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

You may already recognise Nicola.  She lives in
the parish and helped at the Pre-school group for
some time.  After a career as a PA in the world of
banking, she moved to be Clerk at Langley over
a year ago.  We hope that her experience and
knowledge of the work of the two councils will
prove beneficial to us all, help communications
and keep running costs down.     



Jubilee Committee

Children's Party: Over 70 children,
aged from 6 months to 12 years came
to the Christmas party, organised by
the Parish Council.  Many parents
stayed to be entertained by
Regimental and his monkey. It was
wonderful to see everyone laughing
and enjoying themselves.  The theme
this year was Princesses and Pirates
and the bestdressed children were
presented with prizes.

Father Christmas is so clever!! He 

bought a present for every child.  We
ended a very successful afternoon
with a disco, with parents and chil-
dren joining in the dancing.  Thanks
to everyone who helped us to set up
and clear the Village Hall.

Christmas Brass Band Concert:
Over 150 people from Sutton Valence
and surrounding areas came to the
Concert.  John Groves and the Kent
PoliceBand were excellent once again
this year.  All the carols were sung
with great gusto and in the interval

everyone had a glass of mulled wine
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everyone had a glass of mulled wine
and a mince pie.  We are so lucky to
havea band of this quality in Kent.
The concert was a great start to
Christmas. We were also happy to see
everyone from the Cheshire Home.

Carols around the Christmas Tree:
On a beautifully clear, starry and cold
night, we gathered around our lovely
Tree on the Village Green, Sue Wight
and her singers led the carols and it
was heartening to see so many people
of all ages, particularly the children,
singing together.     

None of these events could take place
without the good will, kindness and
generosity of many local residents,
too many to mention.  The Jubilee
Committee thank you all and wish
you all a very Happy New Year.

Crime and Policing Sub Committee

The past year has seen huge gains in
policing of the Parish. Many of you
will be aware that we now have our
PCSO James Talbot to support PC
Stuart Thomas.  The Parish Council
receives regular updates from them
on crime figures within the Parish.
This year we have seen a steady
reduction in crimes committed, com-
pared with last year and indeed previ-
ous years.  We believe this is down to
the dedicated work of these officers
and their colleagues.  They are
always approachable and urge resi-
dents to report problems quickly, so
that they can be dealt with.  Suspects
are being arrested and taken to court.

Speeding has always been an issue in
the Parish and the Police, at the
request of the Parish Council.  They
have increased the number of  'Speed
Gun ' sessions taking place each
month.  This backs up the work of
our 'Speedwatch' volunteers, who will
be out again this month.  We need
more volunteers.  Can you help?  To
get involved, call Tim Cowen
(844627) for details. 

Parking issues are also being tackled
by the Police to good effect, at the
primary school and in the village cen-
tre.  Double yellow lines had been
proposed for the junction of Lower
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Road and South Lane because of the
dangers caused by inconsiderate park-
ing in the area.  The Parish Council
opposed the plan and it has been put
on ice, in the hope that things will
improve.  We hope 'local' drivers will
think of others when they park,
avoiding blocking the road or making
the junction more dangerous.

Do ensure you report anything suspi-
cious. Remember, noting a car regis-
tration number can provide the Police
with a wealth of information.  Don't
help people to get away with crimes.
Tim Cowen on 844627

Parish Enhancement Group (PEG)

Village Green:  A second seat has
been placed on the village green,
funded by the 2006 Garden Safari
event.  With reseeding of the verges
finally completed by Kent Highways
as well as the other changes, work on
the Green is almost complete. The
last two items, a new parish notice
board and replacement of  the present
lamp standard at the village pump
with a heritage-style lamp should be
completed by spring.

Parish Action Day (formerly Parish
Cleanup Day) 14th October:  Tasks
done by village volunteers included
- Lambes Gardens where a group
including students from Sutton
Valence School cleared litter and
overgrowth.
- Tumblers Hill - here a group heavily
cut back quite a length of overhang-
ing hedge to make the path safer.
- Bowhalls - another team installed
three footpath waymark posts, cutting
back path overgrowth, and chopping
out self sown trees from Mrs.Argle's
Wood 

Andrew Boxall provided a tractor and
driver to take away several loads of
cut branches and brambles.  Finally,
Hilary and David Northcroft provided
drinks and hot dogs for the workers.

The next Action Day is booked for
Sunday 6th April - if you have ideas
about things that need to be done in
your area of the parish, and, better
still, if you can lend a hand, please
call Phil Taylor on 843214

Parish Councillors

Cllr. Larry Mulheirn, Chairman
(844595), Cllr. Maurice Stancombe,Vice-
Chairman (844845), Cllr. Roger Peverett

(843198), Cllr. Peter Green (843230),
Cllr. Diane Hunt (843371), Cllr. Eileen

Riden (844953), Cllr. Janet Burnett
(842166), Cllr. Tim Cowen (844627),

Cllr. Keith Davies (842098)

Clerk to the Parish Council
Ms Nicola Dawkins  (842461)

e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk.

Borough Councillor
Cllr Paulina Stockell,

Tel/Fax: 842508, e-mail:
paulinastockell@maidstone.gov.uk

County Councillor
Cllr. Eric Hotson (01580 892312)
e-mail: eric.hotson@kent.gov.uk

Y O U R  P A R I S H
C O N T A C T S

Other Activities:  Further bulb plant-
ing has taken place around the vil-
lage, including South Lane, Tumblers
Hill, The Plough crossroads and other
sites - thanks to the volunteer planters
including Richard Stileman, who also
provided the sacks of daffodil bulbs.
PEG are currently looking at replac-
ing the steps leading from the top of
Tumblers Hill to the Bowhalls field
and allotments, hopefully on the next
Action Day.

Message from MBC Cllr . Stockell:  

It's nice to start the New Year on a
high with another huge turnout on
New Years Day for the 28th Annual
Pram Race. It always demonstrates
what wonderful community spirit
there is in Sutton Valence and the
tremendous support shown by neigh-
bouring villages. Hats off to Lyndon
Davies and his team who gave us
another terrific event, bringing out the
best in our community.  

On the borough council front, I am
concerned about housing and other
major development growth and the
number of permissions that go
through on a nod from central gov-
ernment.  Every gap of greenery
seems threatened by in-fill.  The
strain on our roads seems to be
ignored.  The practice of replacing a
single dwelling with several
dwellings without gardens is short
sighted. Apart from the 'back land'
cramming effect, this again increases
the level of traffic.

At the other end of the scale the mas-
sive KIG application at Junction 8 of
the M20 will, if passed, have huge
implications for the whole area. HGV
traffic has vastly increased and traffic
jams into Maidstone in the morning
can now start at Sutton Valence Hill.
We will need to fight if we are to
retain the integrity of our rural areas
and village environments. 

As your borough councillor I aim to
represent your views and support
parish councils to get the best for the
ward, so please contact me if you
have any concerns.  I wish you all a
very happy and prosperous 2008

STOP PRESS

Athletics Track recommendation 

Sutton Valence Parish Council is rec-
ommending rejection of a proposal to
build an all-weather athletics track at
Sutton Valence School.  

Twenty people attended the Council's
meeting on 14th January, following a
Parish Meeting in November, where
there had been much criticism of the
proposal.  Headmaster Joe Davis said
the School had changed the plans in
response to comments and that some
criticisms were, in his view, unwar-
ranted.  The Council also heard the
views of several local residents. 

Members of the Parish Council were
deeply worried about the proposal to
build the track and associated facili-
ties in such a sensitive rural area.
The plan was criticised for not mak-
ing an assessment of the environmen-
tal impact on the village, the neigh-
bouring parishes and a large area of
the Weald.  Concern was also
expressed about major lighting and
sound installations and the impact of
added parking and traffic on the
parish and the busy A274.  The
Council also felt that many key fea-
tures of the plan would be useful only
to other users of the track such as
Maidstone and Medway AC.  
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Pram Race No 28.

Over 600 spectators descended upon
Sutton Valence village centre on New
Years Day to watch the running of the
28th Annual charity Pram Race and
to wish each other New Year good
wishes.  Starters and judges of the
best dressed pram were Cllr. Paulina
Stockell and Davy Armstrong.

The veterans race sadly had only two
teams this year, 'Macmole' and 'It
seemed like a good idea at the time'.
They ran one circuit of the village
drinking a beer at each of the four
pubs, The Kings Head, Queens Head,
the Swan and the Clothworkers Arms.
'Macmole' won the race but ‘It

seemed like …' were judged to be the
best dressed 

The main Race had eight entrants and
they completed a 'dry' lap followed
by wet lap, again drinking a beer at 

V I L L A G E  N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S

each pub.
The best
dressed
pram was 'Sutton Valence pussies'.
Following a fast and furious competi-
tion, third place went to 'Sluts with
nuts'.  In second place was 'Only
fools and horses' and the winners

were 'Super heroes'

The funds collected
on the day were 

over £1000 with
more to come.
They go to The
Queens Head
Oddfellows Fund
(QHOF), who
raise money for
good causes
within the three
Suttons (East
Sutton, Chart
Sutton and
Sutton Valence)
and contribute to
the Three Suttons

senior 
citizens
summer
party and
the
Christmas
hampers.



V I L L A G E  N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S
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Following the AGM in November the
Village Hall has a new management
committee, which is tasked with a
refurbishment program and arranging
projects for the greater use of the
Hall.  Before  the meeting George
Saunders had resigned as chairman.
He was presented with a gift from the
committee and new chairman Martin
Stokes thanked him for his sterling
efforts over many years and wished
him well in his future endeavours.

The work of the new committee will
need the support of everone in the
Parish.  The kitchen has been refur-
bishred to a high standard and new
shutters fitted to the serving hatches,
Some of the other facilties are now
reaching the end of their useful life
and need renewing. The committee
would welcome any ideas on raising
funds for these projects and more
importantly ideas as to other uses for
the hall that lwill continue to expand
the community life of the Parish.

Call Martin on 842009 if you have
ideas for new events or for fund-rais-
ing.  Even critical comments are use-
ful if they are constructive.  The Hall
is for use by the community and by
outside hirers.  So put the word about
- “Why not do it at Sutton Valence
Village Hall?” Call Bookings
Secretary Beverley Clark on 842024
for more details.  

The Parish Council is also looking at
options for improving play equipment
and parking at the Village Hall.  Do
you have expertise in civil engineer-
ing or preparing plans and grant
applications?.  Or do you just want to
get involved?  If you can offer any
help call Larry Mulheirn on 844595.

Sutton Valence Music Society

Date for your diary:  Wine and
Wisdom - Friday 8th February
7.30pm.  Quiz Master, Phil Horley.
Lasagne Supper (vegetarian or other
dietary needs on request).  Wine Bar.
Organise your own table of 8, or let

us fit you in.  Tickets £9.50 from
Hilary Northcroft on 844888 or e-
mail  hilary@northcroft.uk.net

The final concert of this season with
Amy Dickson on
Saxophone and
Catherine
Milledge on
Piano will be
held at 7.30pm
on Friday 14th
March in the
Music School at
Sutton Valence
School.  At 17
Amy was the
Australian Young Artist of the Year.
She has since embarked upon an
international career, travelling the
world as a soloist.  She comes to us 
supported by the Countess of Munster
Musical Trust.  She is accompanied
by Catherine Milledge, a prize-win-
ning pianist who has played exten-
sively in the UK and in Europe as a
soloist, accompanist and chamber
musician.

For more details see our new website: 
www.suttonvalencemusicsociety.com

Sutton Valence WI

At our October meeting Sue Hollings
introduced us to the mysteries of
making and cooking pasta. We had
the opportunity of sampling the dish-
es along with a tiramisu and a glass
of wine.  In November, at our annual
meeting, we re-elected Jenny Austen
and Christine Parkes as joint
Presidents and a new committee was
appointed.  We celebrated Christmas
with a party. We enjoyed good com-
pany, an excellent supper and jolly
entertainment.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 12th
February at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. Our speaker is Peter Gruitt who
will talk on 'Integrated Solutions’.
New members and visitors are always
welcome. We meet on the second
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall and enjoy all sorts of

activities at other times. Do come and
join us. For information please ring
843912.

Sutton Valence Gardeners
Association

We enjoyed an excellent Annual
Dinner at the Plough, Langley.  In his
address President, Blair Gulland,
spoke of the encouraging revival of
the English apple in leading super-
markets, and of apple trees being
once again planted by growers.  

A full and interesting programme is
in place for 2008.  A talk on 'The
Gardener and Naturalist Abroad' was
given on Sunday 20th January.  On
Sunday 17th February Tom Hart
Dyke will  present 'Tales of a Modern
Day Plant Collector'. Tickets for this
all-ticket talk are available from the
Post Office or Edmed's Farm Shop
(£5 for non members).  Our talks are
held in the Village Hall and start at
2.30pm.

At the recent AGM Chairman, Peter
Taylor, outlined his blueprint for the
future of the Association.  Each com-
mittee member has been given an
individual area of responsibility cov-
ering Plant Shows, Talks & Outings,
Catering, Publicity etc.  Efforts will
also be made in the coming year to
encourage children's participation in
growing and showing.  Following the
AGM we have a new Secretary: Miss
Ross Vaughan, 33 Lansdowne
Avenue, Maidstone.

The Thr ee Suttons Society

'Kent Characters - Wacky, Weird &
Wonderful' is the intriguing title of
our next talk on Wednesday 6th
February.  Given by Chris McCooey -
it is sure to amuse and entertain!
Subsequent talks are by Monty Parkin
on 'Yesterday's Papers' on Wednesday
5th March and 'On Being Mayor and
Looking Ahead' by Mike FitzGerald
which will follow the AGM on
Wednesday 2nd April.  All these talks



C O M M U N I T Y N E W S
will take place in the Music School at
Sutton Valence School at 8.00pm. and
will be followed by refreshments.

Visitors and new members to the
Society are most welcome.  Full
membership is £6 per annum.
However you may attend as a visitor
(usually £2 per meeting).  For further
information please telephone 844301.

St Mar y's Church News

Family Services will be held on the
first Sunday of January, February
(Candlemas), and March (Mothering
Sunday) at 10.00am.  Sunday School
classes meet on most other Sundays
at 10.00am in the Parish Rooms -
new children most welcome (details
from the Vicar or Mrs A Lorden on
840094).

Ash Wednesday Communion Services
take place at 10.00am and 8.00pm on
6th February to mark the beginning
of Lent.  Palm Sunday is 16th March
and Easter is 23rd March.  The serv-
ice at St Mary's is at 10.00am every
Sunday from now to Easter.  Details
of Holy Week services will be given
in our Parish Magazine.

Further details of Church services and
events in the Three Suttons are given
each month in our Parish Magazine
'Weald Views', available from the
Churches and the Post Office.  We are
happy to include brief reports from
village organisations.

RNLI - Maidstone Villages Branch

Our Branch battled against the wind
to keep our gazebo upright, at the
Village May Fayre, but had a lot of
fun with a Chocolate Tombola.  It
was a very successful event and
chocolate worked like a magnet - to
all ages, even the Mayor joined in!
In June, we held the House to House
fortnight, which was very well sup-
ported by you all, whether you were a
collector or a donator.  

I was invited to attend the Award
Ceremony at the Lifeboat College at
Poole, in the summer.  Committee
member Peter Malby was presented

with a "Certificate of Thanks" and
Trudy Hebdon, from Boughton
Monchelsea, received a Bronze
medal.  Congratulations to them both
- it was a great occasion, at a magnif-
icent College.

Home fund-raising events before
Christmas were busy and took a lot of
money.  On behalf of Maidstone
Villages Branch, I thank you all for
the constant support we receive,
throughout the year, whenever we ask
for help. Audrey Bishop, Branch
Chairman 

SV Royal British Legion

Despite rain and cold winds the
Memorial Service was held at East
Sutton on 11th November followed
by the Parade and Service at Sutton
Valence.  The Parade was accompa-
nied by a corps of drums from the
Combined Cadet Force whilst a con-
tingent of Cadets joined us and
swelled the parade.  Jane
Bartholomew played the Last Post
and Reveille at the Memorial
Services.  Many thanks to Barrie and
Lena at the Queen's Head for the
refreshments on the day.  

My thanks to all of the Poppy Appeal
collectors and businesses for the
monies collected in the area during
November - we raised a grand total of
£2375.69 this year.  Some members
recently enjoyed an excellent visit to
France.  Forty members and friends
attended our Christmas Party at Chart
Sutton Village Hall where Gerry
Young played the organ during the
evening.   Mary Underdown was pre-
sented with the Certificate of Merit
on her retirement from 13 years as
Poppy Appeal Organiser for Chart
Sutton.  The new Organiser for Chart
Sutton is Mrs Ivy Collins. 

At the meeting we also presented
Brian Deaves with the Certificate of
Merit for his 5 years as our Poppy
Appeal Organiser. The new
Organisers for Sutton Valence are
Brian and Gillian Gray.  Our grateful
thanks to Mary and to Brian and
Sheila for their great work in increas-
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ing the collections over the years.  

At the December meeting the Annual
Dinner was confirmed for Saturday
12th April at The Dog & Bear in
Lenham.  We are also organising an
outing to the National Arboretum in
Staffordshire on Saturday 31st May -
this is bound to be popular so it will
be advisable to book early enquiries
to me please.  I have been asked to
look into a possible trip to the
Chelsea Pensioners early in 2008, if
this is available I shall advise mem-
bers accordingly.  

Our next meeting is Monday 3rd
March in the Music Room, Sutton
Valence School.  Subsequent meet-
ings are on Mondays 14th April, 12th
May and 2nd June.  Stan Heather. 

Sutton Str ollers

We usually meet on the third Sunday
of each month at 1.30pm starting
from Sutton Valence Village Hall car
park. Walkers can just turn up on the
day.  In the winter we use local paths
but may go further afield in the sum-
mer.  We hold 2 social events each
year - on New Year's Day and a BBQ
in the summer, both after a shorter
walk where members bring items of
food and drink.  Contact David Gray,
david.gray@carr-gomm.org.uk,call
07966 199262 or see the KM 
'villages' section for details 

Thr ee Sutton Helpline

Please note that the numbers to be
used for the Helpline are now:

843235, 842530 or842346

Hazel Masding R.I.P.

Our Parish’s oldest resident died
recently, at the age of 105.  In a long
nursing career, Hazel spent 30 years
as sister in charge of the A&E unit at
the West Kent Hospital in Marsham
Street, before retiring and moving to
Chart Road over forty years ago.  Her
funeral, at St Mary’s was attended by
a large number of relatives, friends
and neighbours.



www.scoutshops.comfor scouting
and outdoor items online. You can
also get 10% discount on the high
street at Millets and Blacks. They are
both proud to be partnering The Scout
Association. They offer 10% off to all
Scout Members (on full price mer-
chandise only) in every Millets and
Blacks store.  Proof of membership
for adults includes: Leader Warrant
card, Appointment certificate, busi-
ness card, Group, District or County
Letterhead and Fellowship scarf (pur-
ple and green). Proof of membership
for young people includes a Group
scarf. Offer is valid in-store; not
online or by phone. 

The group continues to recycle
unwanted mobile phones, used ink
cartridges and waste paper, which all
benefits the environment and raises
valuable funds for the group. Waste
paper should be taken to Norton Lea
Farm Chart Sutton (Linda Waring's
House) and placed in the dedicated
bin. Phones (with chargers if possi-
ble) and cartridges can be handed to
your leader or left in the collection
box at Linda's house.  We recently
received a cheque for £28.59 so thank
you to everyone who has contributed
- keep up the good work.  For more
information on recycling, visit
www.scoutsappeal.com
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Scouts, Cubs and Beavers

We recently said
goodbye to three
Beavers Scouts.
Callum Thomas

achieved his Bronze award before
moving up to Cubs. Emily and Oliver
Wilson left the area.   Some children
received their Healthy Eating badge.
They made sandwiches and cooked a
healthy snack with fresh fruit for pud-
ding.  Our thanks go to Linda, Steve,
Tim and Phil Waring for all their help
at the Bonfire night. This was a great
success, raising £270, which will go
towards equipment. Many thanks to
Linda Osmer, Carina, Andrew also a
big thanks to Keith and Brian for the
enjoyable firework display. Thanks to
the parents for their support.

To take part in the fun of Beaver
Scouting, either as a Beaver Scout, or
as an Adult Leader or helper please
contact Marilyn on 843089.

Six cubs from Suttons
attended the Julie Rose
Stadium, Ashford in

October to do their ‘Athletes’Badge.
The weather was fine and dry, which
made for a very enjoyable day. The
72 participating Cubs from Maidstone
and Malling took part in each element
that the badge required, assisted by
the stadium coaches.  Antony,
Padraig, Ben A and Toby achieved
the Athletes badge and William and
Robert gained the Athletes Plus. Well
done. Thanks to Claire, Neil, Peter
and Tim who helped on the day.

The annual District football tourna-
ment was held at Leeds and
Broomfield School in October.  Only
three cubs from Suttons attended -
Paul-Shane, Jesse and Antony - so
our team was made up with Louis
from Marden and Jake and Ben.
Despite never having practised
together they made a formidable team
and made it through to the semi finals
where they lost to Coxheath, the
eventual tournament winners. Thanks
to Phillip and Dan who managed the
team and refereed on the day.

Paul Shane Skinner and Jesse Towner

have recently been invested - we
hope they enjoy their time as Cubs.
If you want to take part in the fun of
Cub Scouting, either as a Cub Scout,
or as an Adult Leader or helper please
contact Linda Waring on 843112.

Regrettably, Scouts
has had to be sus-
pended until Easter,

when new recruits will be arriving.
We thank James for his support.  We
have two new Network Scouts who
are interested in running the troop.
They will have full training and sup-
port from our leaders and will be
invited to events, so that the Beavers,
Cubs and parents get to know them.
Peter, one of the new leaders, has
already attended the firework party
and at least one Cub meeting.

Scouts are encouraged to take part in
a wide range of activities as part of
their programme. "Participation"
rather than meeting set standards is
the key and there are many
Challenges Awards and Activity
Badges.  Scouts undertake a balanced
programme to find out about the
world we live in.  It encourages them
to know their own skills, keep fit and
develop their creative talents. It also
allows them to explore their own val-
ues and personal attitudes.  Being
outdoors is important and skills such
as camping, survival and cooking are
included, as well as the wide range of
adventurous activities, from hiking to
fire lighting.  To take part in the fun
of Scouting, as a Scout, an Adult
Leader or a helper please contact
Brian Osmer Group Scout Leader
(evenings on 683784).

Other News:  The group raised £75 at
the Christmas Fayre.  A big thank you
to the stall holders, who did a grand
job to make their wares look festive.
A particular thank you to Mrs. Drury
(head teacher at Sutton Valence
Primary) for her support.  Raffle
donations were given by Chocoholics,
Body Shop and Phoenix Cards, which
helped raise cash at our bonfire party.  

For birthdays and this year's
Christmas presents check out
www.onestopscouting.co.ukand

Tale-piece 

Village parking and yellow lines 

Parking in  Lower Road and at the
junction with South Lane has often
been inconsiderate of other residents
in recent times.  Rectory Lane was
also blocked by bad parking at
Christmas.  The police had proposed
the introduction of double-yellow
lines in the area to reduce the danger.
The Parish Council argued that these
would be unsightly in the centre of
our historic village.  

The proposal has been put on hold
for now, in the hope that parking will
improve.  Please help to keep the sit-
uation under control - think about
your own parking and ask others to
park sensibly, if necessary.  Our local
police officers will also be watching
out for poor practice in the area..   
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SUTTON VALENCE FOOTBALL TEAM (Men's)

The Team have now been running for 7 ½ years and they are currently sitting
in second position in the Premier Division of the Maidstone and Mid Kent
Sunday League.

When the Team were first formed they started in Division Five and have
steadily earned themselves promotion and worked their way up through the
divisions, where last year they won the Premier Division.  The Team have won
17 trophies in their 7 ½ years, which is quite an achievement to be proud of -
well done!  They have only lost one league game at home in the last 7 ½ years.
Sutton Valence Football Team are currently sponsored by Aylesford Metal and
AllSands.  The Team's colours are blue and white and our home pitch is locat-
ed outside Sutton Valence Village Hall.  New spectators are always welcome,
as well as anyone interested in joining or sponsoring the Team. For further
information please contact Malcolm Cook on 07799 645250.

TENNIS CLUB

The courts are located at the back of the playing fields, at the Village Hall in North Street. New members of all ages are
welcome. For membership enquiries, call Mrs J Waterman on 844559 or email johnrwaterman@btopenworld.com. The
tennis courts can be hired by non-members at other times. Ask for details at the Post Office.

VOLLEYBALL

Maidstone Volleyball Club meets on Tuesdays from 6.30 - 8.30pm at Sutton
Valence School.  The Club promises a relaxed and friendly welcome to new
members who can obtain further information from Bruce on 07860 703535 or
Petra on 741204 or 07989 827984.

HOCKEY CLUB

Matches are played every Saturday for adult teams with youth matches on
Sunday. Mini sessions are run on Sunday mornings at our two venues in Sutton
Valence.  Fitness and training sessions with our overseas coach are held on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays .  We are always keen to welcome new
members of any age and ability to join our friendly personal club. For details
please contact ChairmanLyndon Davies on 844046 / 07801 685951 or email lyn-
don.davies@planeandsimple.co.uk

Winning the Cup at Chatham 
Town in in 2007

Sutton Valence Pre-School (Charity number 1027175) has been established since 1981, and is
based in The Parish Rooms, behind St. Mary’s church in Chart Road.  The school is a member of
the Pre-School Learning Alliance and follows the 'Birth to Three Matters' and 'Foundation Stage'
Curriculum.  They are a fully inclusive group and can support children with Additional and
Special Needs.  The Pre-School project is run by a committee, made up of parents and carers
who wish to take an active part in the running of the group.  

For more details and to read the excellent OFSTED inspection report, see the Pre-school’s website at www.suttonvalen-
cepreschool.org You can also contact Carole Hunt, Pre-School Supervisor, or Secretary Angela Phillips on 842388.

We will be holding a coffee morning on Friday 4th April from 10.00an - noon.  All are welcome - bring lots of pennies -
money collected goes towards new equipment for the Pre-School.

SUTTON VALENCE TODDLER GROUP

We meet on a Tuesday morning from 9.45 to 11.30am in the Parish Rooms.  Come along and join us and meet other
parents, carers, babies and toddlers.  For more information please contact Anna Kish on 842814.

Please send your news / events /
activities to the Parish Clerk: 

SV Parish Clerk
10 Warmlake Cottages

Chartway Street, Sutton Valence
Maidstone, Kent  ME17 3JA

Tel:  842461
e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

COPYDEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER:

MONDAY, 31STMARCH

S P O R T S  N E W S



WHAT ’S  ON in 2008

Sun 27th Jan     Freighter collection - South Lane opp. South Bank, Captains Close, The Harbour 10-11.30am.
“  “  “ Ash Wednesday Communion Services, St Mary's Church 10.00am and 8.00pm

Wed 6th Feb Three Suttons SocietyKent Characters - Wacky, Weird & Wonderful  SVSMusic School  8.00pm
Fri 8th Feb SV Music Society Wine & Wisdom Evening SVSMusic School  7.30pm
Mon 10th Feb Sutton Valence Parish Council Village Hall, 7.30pm
Tues 12th FebWI meeting.  Talk - “Integrated solutions”- Peter Gruitt Village Hall  7.30pm
Sun 17th Feb  SV Gardeners Assoc  Talk- ‘Tales of a Modern Plant Collector’ Village Hall   2.30pm

“  “  “ Sutton Strollers
Sun 24th Feb Freighter collection - South Lane opp. South Bank, Captains Close, The Harbour 11-12.30am
Mon 3rd Mar Royal British Legion meeting SVSMusic School
Wed 5th Mar Three Suttons SocietyYesterday's Papers SVS Music School  8.00pm
Mon 10th Mar Sutton Valence Parish Council Village Hall, 7.30pm
Tues 11th Mar WI meeting.  Talk - “A Nature photographer’s year” - Robert Canis Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Fri 14th Mar SV Music Society        Amy Dickson & Catherine Milledge   SVS Music School 7.30pm
Sat 15th  Mar Freighter collection - South Lane opp. South Bank, Captains Close, The Harbour 10.30 - 13.00
Sun 16th Mar SV Gardeners Assoc  Talk- ‘How to present and no to present’ Village Hall   2.30pm

“  “  “ Sutton Strollers
Wed 2nd Apr Three Suttons Society  ‘On Being Mayor & Looking Ahead’ SVS Music School  8.00pm
Fri 4th Apr Pre-school Coffee Morning Parish Rooms 10.00 - noon.
Sun 6th Apr SV Gardeners Assoc Spring Show Village Hall
Tue 8th April  WI meeting.  Talk - “The Spirit of Invicta” - Bob Ogley Village Hall, 7.30pm
Sat 12th Apr Royal British Legion Annual Dinner Dog & Bear, Lenham

“  “  “ Freighter collection - South Lane opp. South Bank, Captains Close, The Harbour 14.00 - 15.15
Mon 14th Apr Sutton Valence Parish Council Village Hall, 7.30pm 

“  “  “ Royal British Legion meeting SVS Music School
Sun 20th Apr Sutton Strollers
Fri 2nd - Mon 5th May  ‘Songs and Poetry in Flowers’Flower Festival East Sutton church  
Sat 3rd May Jazz Concert (call 844973 for details) East Sutton church
Mon 12th May Sutton Valence Parish Council Village Hall, 7.30pm

“  “  “ Royal British Legion meeting Village Hall, 7.30pm
Tue 13th May WI meeting - Resolutions SVSMusic School
Sat 17th May Sutton Valence May Fayre Village Hall and the playing fields 1.30 - 5pm
Sat 31st May Royal British Legion outing to National Arboretum, Staffordshire
Mon 9th Jun Sutton Valence Parish Council Village Hall, 7.30pm

Royal British Legion meeting SVSMusic School
Sun 6th July SV Gardeners Assoc Summer Show Village Hall

The Mobile Librar y 

The Library visits the following
locations each Monday afternoon:-

3.30pm Village Hall car park
4.10pm    Bottom of South Lane
5.00pm Outside The Swan
5.30pm Near the Plough bus-stop

PARISH NEWS Extra
SUTTON VALENCE

Parish Christmas
Crackers for 2008
Dates for your diary

Sat 6th Dec Parish Christmas Party
Sun 14th Dec Kent Police Brass Band
Thur 18th Dec Carols on the Green
Thur 1st Jan 2009   SVPram Race No.29.

Speedwatch.

Do your bit to keep speeds
down.  Join the team - call
844627

Remember - many of the
fast drivers on the A274 are
local. Kill your speed, too.



Useful contact numbers

For information or to report Parish problems, the first port of call is
our Clerk, Nicola Dawkins on 842461, or send her an e-mail to: 
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk Call her to register problems with street-
lights, pot-holes, damage, dangerous conditions, litter, etc. 

Other key contact numbers are:- 
Police (non-urgent matters):  690055
Potholes and highway problems - Kent Highways:  08458 247800
Housing, Planning and other issues - Maidstone BC:  602000
Maidstone Housing Trust:  0800 923 2700
NHSDirect:  0845 4647
On-Call Care:  0845 1552255
Maidstone Hospital:  729000
St. Mary’s Church, Reverend David Barker:  843156  
Three Suttons Help-line:  843235, 842530 or 842346
Refuse collection by Maidsstone B.C.:  602162
Speedwatch:  844627
Sutton Valence Post Office:  842218
Village Hall bookings:  842024
Parish Rooms bookings:  842814

Sutton Valence May Fayre

The Parish’s May Fayre will be
held on the playing field at the

Village Hall from 1.30-5.00pm on 

Saturday 17th May.

Make a note in yourdiary.  

Events and entertainments, both
new and traditional, are being

planned by the Jubilee
Committee.  The team also need

your help.  Is your group or
organisation ready to run a stall?
Can you help with organising the
day?  Do you have ideas for new
events?  To join the team or give
your ideas, call the Parish Clerk

on 842461 or e-mail: 
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk THE "QUEENS HEAD

ODDFELLOWS FUND"

Can we help?

We are a group of like-minded people who raise funds for deserving causes
within the 'Three Suttons'. We are always seeking new ways to raise money
and find good causes to suppoort.

We can sponsor groups or individuals, by helping with their costs.  We have
already organised a number of fundraising events since we began in
February 2003, so look out for more throughout the year and give us your
support.

We offer Full
Day Care for
your child(ren)
from the age of
2 years up to 5.

For details or to apply, call our
Supervisor, Carole Hunt on 842388.

Congratulations to all our staff and
helpers on their excellent autumn

OFSTEDreport. 

S.V. Clean-up Action Day

Come and join in the work of
tidying our village centre,

ready for summer. 
Call 843214 for more details.

The next date for your diary is

Sunday 6th April

Christmas parcels.

Last December the Parish Council
provided Christmas hampers for
over thirty senior citizens, with

financial support from the
Oddfellows Fund.  

Do you know of someone we
missed?  To nominate a local resi-
dent for next year’s list, contact the
Parish Clerk on 842461 or e-mail

clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Sunday School

St Mary’s Sunday School meets on
most Sundays at 10.00am in the

Parish Rooms.  New children most
welcome.  

For details, call the Vicar  on 843156 
or Mrs A Lorden on 840094.

Take part

Do you want to get more involved 
in parish groups or events?  

To join in or to offer help, call the
Parish Clerk on 842461


