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Mor e change
at the Parish pump 

We have a new Parish Clerk - in a
way.  Janet Burnett has recently
taken over this arduous task.

She succeeeds Nicola Dawkins who
joined us last January.  Nicola shared
her clerking talents with Langley
PC, where she had already been
working part-time.  She proceeded to
bring great energy and dedication to
re-organising the Parish's record-
keeping and files.  Importantly, she
also provided efficient support to the 
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In your NewsletterFair ’s fayre.
Sutton Valence May Fair.

Village Hall, Sat. 16th May, 2 - 5pm

This year’s fair will be a mix of the old and the new.
Peter Shayler's family funfair, a big hit last year, will
be with us again.  The Shayler fairground will be
open on Friday evening, Saturday afternoon and
evening and on Sunday afternoon.

For the main event, on Saturday afternoon, the Jubilee Committee is trying
something different this year.  All our local societies and voluntary organisa-
tions have been invited  to run a stall and to advertise their activities to the res-
idents of Sutton Valence and the surrounding parishes.  There are more than 50
different organisations, with a very diverse range of interests, ranging from
sports, and specialist societies to the arts and country dancing.   We are fortu-
nate to have so many people who give their time and effort for the benefit of
the community.  The Fair will help the organisations to advertise their wares
and to attract new members and supporters.  If you are new to the parish, or
have been meaning to join in but have not yet done so, this is a great chance to
learn more about what’s on offer and to join in.  

Most stalls and activities will be in the Village Hall so there should be no wor-
ries about the weather this year!  We will be serving teas and home made
cakes.  Mrs. Scott from Sutton Valence Primary School is training her class to
dance around the Maypole, one of the delightful traditions in Sutton Valence.
The South Lane Youth Group will be showing their skills at graffiti.  Come and
see the East Sutton Drama group, the RNLI Chocolate Tombola and much
more.  We are also hoping to organise a rounders competition and other events.  

If your organisation has not been contacted and you are interested to take part,
call Parish Clerk Janet Burnett on 844135 e-mail clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

The more the merrier for the great parish get-together on the afternnon of
Saturday 16th May - make a note.. 

SV Annual Parish Meeting: Tues. 19th May, Village Hall, 7.30pm

What on earth does the Parish Council do?  What are they not doing for us?
Where does our tax money go?  What happened to the Parish Plan?  What else
happens in the parish and other community groups?  Why not come and find out
at the Annual Parish Meeting - all welcome (and refreshments too). 

New Parish Clerk, Janet Burnett



councillors and lots of new ideas,
while her 'surgeries' at the Village
Hall and her rapid response to queries
and calls for help from parishioners
and the local authority have raised the
visibility of the Parish Council very
significantly.  

The demands of Nicola’s work for
Langley PC are increasing and there
are no longer enough hours in the day
for her to do both jobs.  At its March
meeting the Parish Council recorded
its thanks and gratitude for all her
work on their behalf. 

Our new Clerk, Janet, will be familiar
to many from her years of work for
organisations that serve our commu-
nity.  Until January she served as a
parish councillor and was particularly
involved in planning and financial
matters.  Janet has lived in the parish
for 26 years. Her sons attended the
local primary schools and she has
played a leading role in the work of
St. Mary's Church, Sutton Valence
Pre-school and the Village Hall com-
mittee.  This gives her excellent
insight into how the place ticks.  Her
address is Warmlake End, Chartway
Street, Sutton Valence ME17 3JA.
The new Parish phone number is
844135, while the e-mail address is
still  clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk 

Janet's recent resignation from the
Parish Council has created a vacancy.
This follows the recent resignation of
Jim Sayer, who joined the council
only last year.  Once again the team is
down to seven members, while the
work that needs to be done requires
more hands to the Parish pump.   
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Highways Agency had ordered a halt
to the process until applicants, AXA,
provide more information on traffic,
environmental and other issues.  AXA
have provided some information but
neither MBC nor the Highways
Agency is satisfied with their efforts.
AXA have yet to provide this infor-
mation and, instead, they have
accused the Borough Council of
delay and have appealed to the
Planning Inspectorate to judge on the
application rather than waiting for a
decision from Maidstone.  The
Inspectorate will now organise the
appeal process but, rather than mak-
ing a decision itself, its recommenda-
tion will go to Mrs Blears, lawyer,
MP for Salford and Cabinet Minister,
who will make the final decision.

The proposed site for the KIG Road-
Rail Interchange will use 264 acres of
farmland between Junction 8 and
Thurnham Lane.  The project could
have a major impact on local commu-
nities, the road network and the local
environment.  Details submitted by
developers AXA are available on-line
at  www.digitalmaidstone.co.ukor at
Maidstone Borough Council's new
Gateway in King Street.

The threat of massively increased
truck traffic in the area is of major
concern to all fifteen parishes in the
Joint Parish Group (JPG), which
includes Sutton Valence PC.  Recent
information suggests that this prob-
lem could get very much worse.
There is evidence to suggest that
AXA is hoping to develop not a road-
rail depot, with the prospect of keep-
ing some freight on the tracks, but a
regional road depot, which could dou-
ble to number of vehicles involved in
shipping goods into the huge ware-
houses and out again.   

Despite the AXA move, Maidstone
BC will hold its Planning Meeting on
Thursday, 7th May.  It will be held at
Maidstone Studios in New Cut Road,
starting at 6pm.  The Planning
Committee is thought to be likely to
reject the proposals and the Council
may then join KCC in opposing the

KIG fr eight terminal - update 

The Kent International Gateway
(KIG) project continues unresolved
and, on Thursday 7th May,
Maidstone BC Planning Committee
will make a decision that will solve
nothing.  Communities Secretary and
Cabinet member Hazel Blears will
now have the final say on the fate of
this attempt to adorn green fields at
Junction 8 of the M20 with the
biggest storage sheds in the country.  

The story so far:-  Maidstone BC has
been prevented from making a deci-
sion since last summer, because the

Nicola Dawkins - still at Langley PC

The enormity of the proposed KIG
development at Junction 8.  The

StopKIG campaign’s diagram above
shows the size of the KIG site super-

imposed on a map of Maidstone
town centre.

New Parish Councillors needed.

Have you considered joining the
Parish Council and serving your com-
munity for a period?  Do you have
energy and ideas to help make things
better in difficult times?  There are
three steps to take if you are thinking
of applying to be co-opted:- 

(a) Come to a PC meeting to see
what we do 

(b) Talk to the Parish Clerk or
Chairman
(c)

( (c) Prepare a short statement on you,
your interests and how you can help.  

Please think about it. To make
progress we need enthusiasm and
ideas from members in all areas of the
Parish and on a wide range of sub-
jects.  It could be you!
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application before the Planning
Inspector (some time in the autumn).

However, the 7th May meeting will
be a chance for everyone to hear the
case and to register their concern by
turning up.  If opposition is as wide-
spread as we expect, it will encourage
Maidstone BC, Kent County Council,
local parishes, the StopKIG protes-
tors, CPRE and others to combine
forces to oppose this unnecessary and
damaging proposal at the public
enquiry.

If you have already sent your views
to Maidstone BC these will be for-
warded to the Planning Inspector and
you do not need to write again.  If
you have not done so, you can write
directly to the Inspectorate.  To do so,
you must send three copies of your
comments to:-  Planning Inspectorate,
ROOM 4/04 KITE, Temple Quay
House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay,
Bristol. BS1 6PN, quoting the appeal
reference number
APP/U2235/A/09/2096565.  All new
submissions must arrive by no later
than May 29, 2009.   Any adult living
in your property has the right to sub-
mit their views.  Comments need not
be lengthy - simple statements of
your views on the planning applica-
tion would suffice - perhaps com-
menting on the damaging environ-
mental impact of the proposal or the
effect on already inadequate Kent
roads and motorways.  A large num-
ber of objections will strengthen the
fight against the application.

Envir onmental update

The Harbour Field and Bowhalls
Review

With months of work the Community
Service Team, guided by Phil Taylor,
have now completed all the felling
and coppicing in Mrs.Argles' Wood at
Bowhalls and have nearly completed
clearing the brambles.  The result is
much more light entering the floor of
the wood, encouraging the under-
storey to grow and quite a number of
people have commented positively on
the result. There is still plenty of

work left to do and we will hopefully
see the team there for many more
months.

Work has also started at The Harbour
with flag irises being planted along
the length of the stream. 

Allotments - more now available

If you fancy the fresh taste of home
grown vegetables and don't have
enough garden space, why not put
your name down for an allotment.
We have two sites - Bowhalls, at the
top of Tumbler’s Hill, and The
Harbour, off South Lane.  The allot-
ments come in various sizes, from
full size (300 yards square) to small
(75 yards square). To qualify you
need to live in the parish. Call the
Parish Clerk to find out more.

Bird Boxes

As part of the Harbour/Bowhalls
work we want to put up bird boxes.
Plane and Simple have given us a
load of scrap timber - can you help to
convert it into bird boxes?  Call Phil
Taylor on 843214 if you can help.

Dog mess

Sadly just a few owners are not
"pooper scooping".  Please don't be
unsociable - clear up your dog's mess. 
Did you know that, as long as it is
bagged and tied, you can put it in any
litter bin?

Parking - Yellow lines

So far we have avoided double yel-
low lines in our lovely village but if
people keep on over-parking at junc-
tions such as South Lane/Lower Road
and the area around the Kings Head
then those who are in favour of yel-
low lines will have the ammunition to
call in Kent Highway Services. Please
leave a couple of car spaces clear at
each junction and keep those yellow
lines in the paint tin!

Parish Boundary Stone Project

You may remember that we reported
this new project in the last News -
because of other commitments the
person heading the project is no
longer able to continue.  Is anyone
else out there interested in taking it

on? If so contact the Parish Clerk and
we will explain what is involved.

SV Business Forum

The Parish Council is planning to
organise a Business Forum in the near
future.  We hope to provide an oppor-
tunity for local managers, companies
and businesses to meet each other and
the Council to discuss issues of con-
cern to them and to the parish.  We
hope to get input from Kent
Association of Local Councils and
experts on rural business to provide
new ideas to support and encourage
this important section of our commu-
nity.  

If your company has not yet been
contacted or, if would be willing to
help organise the event, please call or
e-mail the Parish Clerk (844135).

Sustainable Communities

The Sustainable Communities Act
could be the most radical new law in
England for over a century. It estab-
lishes, for the first time in our history,
a new 'bottom up' process where local
councils are in the driving seat on
what government does locally. 

The potential of the Act is huge -
councils can use it to do things such
as:-

* gain new powers 
* devolve existing powers and money
from central control to local control 
* change the planning rules 
* reduce centrally imposed duties.

The Act sets up a process by which
councils can put proposals to govern-
ment for new action and help.
However, before a parish council can
use this Act, the borough council
must decide to use it too.
Unfortunately Kent is one of the few
counties in England where no bor-
ough councils have yet opted to use
the Act. The deadline for proposals to
be submitted (31st July) is fast
approaching, but it is not too late for
the Act to be a success in Kent.  You
can help make this happen
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Options for Action:-

1. Write to the Leader of Maidstone
BC urging him to “decide to use the
Sustainable Communities Act, by
submitting proposals by 31st July”.

2.Urge other people in the parish to
write.  The more letters councillors
receive the better!

Mor e information:- 

The “Local Works” national coalition
has campaigned for five years to get
the Sustainable Communities Act
made law.  To find out all about the
radical new 'bottom up' process that
the Act has set up and how you can
use it, go to the website - www.local-
works.org or contact Steve Shaw,
National Co-ordinator, Local Works -
promoting the Sustainable
Communities Act on 020 7278 4443 

Roads news - good and bad.

First the Good News:Last autumn
Kent Highways Services brought in
their new computerised service for
recording, tracking and completing
minor roadworks, such as pot-holes,
pavement repairs, pathway and drain
clearance, hedge-trimming etc.  We
now have a dedicated contact to
whom we can report faults and a
local supervisor who gets things
done.  Potholes have been filled
quickly, pavements are being repaired
in the village and on Tumblers Hill,
the drains on the A274 are clear for
the first time in years.  In additon the
Parish Council receives monthly
progress reports on our requests for
action and improvement.

KHS aim to have this information
available to everyone soon on-line, so
that you can log a call, see what’s on

the waiting list and check whether
tasks have been completed.  For now,
however, the best way to report any
problem is to call or e-mail the Parish
Clerk (on 844135), who will send in
the complaint and will chase up KHS
if action is not taken.  

You can also report faults directly by
calling Kent Highways on 08458
247800

Then the Bad News:  For a long
time we have been pressing Kent
Highways for improvements to sever-
al areas of the A274.  Top of the list
is Warmlake junction, where the acci-
dents are becoming more frequent
and trucks using Chartway Street are
causing increased delays.  Major re-
modelling of the area has been dis-
cussed in the past but is now likely to
be too costly.  A recent safety survey
conducted by KHS and police has
examined the problems and an
improvement program is to be
designed.  Similarly, the Five Wents
junction is being considered for
improvement.  Plans are also being
drawn up to complete the pathway
(and cycleway) from South Lane to
the garage, a project that was not
included in the South Lane improve-
ment project last year.

Sadly, despite the ideas and plans, all
of these improvements are a long way
from delivery.  Nothing will be done
in this financial year.  The proposals
outlined above will probably be put
into the 2010-11 funding race.  The
long list of projects proposed for the
Maidstone area will be studied by the
Joint Transportation Board (on which
Cllr Eric Hotson is our county coun-
cillor and Cllr Paulina Stockell serves
as our borough councillor).  Their
role is to decide their 'top eight' rec-
ommendations.  All proposals will
then go forward to the County
Council level.  The winners will hope
to get a share of the budget of around
£16m that will be spent on the most
urgent projects next year.  So, no
quick fixes and, possibly, no fixes at
all.  The Parish Council will continue
to press our case and to seek detailed

information on Maidstone area proj-
ects, in order to check whether rec-
ommendations and decisions are fair.    

One minor improvement should be
delivered this year.  The 'lollypop'
crossing at SVPrimary School will
hopefully move from its current posi-
tion to the north gate, to increase
safety both on the road and inside the
school.  The use of the steps up to the
south gate will then be stopped.
However, the possibility of upgrading
to a Zebra or Pelican crossing has not
been agreed by KHS and will require
more pressure and patience. 

Recent deaths

The two recent deaths in the Parish
reminded us of the many dedicated
people who give their time and ener-
gy for the benefit of our community.  

Parish Councillors

Cllr. Larry Mulheirn, Chairman
(844595), Cllr. Maurice Stancombe,
Vice-Chairman (844845), Cllr. Peter
Green (843230), Cllr. Eileen Riden

(844953), Cllr. Phil Taylor (843214),
Cllr. Lyndon Davies (844046), Cllr

Gordon Dent (07957 425490)
+ two vacancies

Clerk to the Parish Council
Mrs Janet Burnett  (844135)

e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Borough Councillor
Cllr Paulina Stockell,

Tel/Fax: 842508, e-mail:
paulinastockell@maidstone.gov.uk

County Councillor
Cllr. Eric Hotson (01580 892312)
e-mail: eric.hotson@kent.gov.uk

Y O U R  P A R I S H
C O N T A C T S

Progress on potholes
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Peggy Sanders served as Treasurer
for the W I committee and the Village
Hall Committee for many years.
With her husband and past Village
Hall chairman, George, she also
served as Scorer at many enjoyable
fund-raising Quiz Nights at the Hall.  

June Wilding worked in the family
shop, decorated the church and raised
funds for St Mary's.  She also sup-
ported her husband John during his
many years as member and chairman
of the Parish Council.    

Our community will remember and
miss their hard work and dedication. 

Easter Egg hunt

On a beautiful Good Friday morning
over 40 children, with their parents,
descended on the Village Green for
the Sutton Valence Treasure Hunt,
organised by the Jubilee Committee.
There were babes in arms and
youngsters in pushchairs, too.

All the children found the treasures
(with the help of mums and dads)
and all received Easter eggs and a
drink.  The first 3 children, who
arrived back at the Village Green in
40 minutes, were awarded with a
bigger Easter egg.  Thanks to Di
Hunt for organising a very happy
event and her helper Eileen.  Parts
of the village were ‘discovered’by
some families who had no idea
how beautiful Sutton Valence is.

Village Hall

The Village Hall renovation process
continues at an accelerating pace.
Income from rental of the newly re-
furbished hall and meeting rooms is
increasing steadily, thanks to good
marketing and the new website.

A re-vamp of the ladies toilet is next
on the 'to do' list  and work is now
under way.  The project has been
funded by a donation from the Parish
Council, rental income and from the
committee's great fund-raising efforts.

A big thank-you is due to chairman
Martin Stokes and the members of the
management committee.  The next
target will be the gents toilets.  Plans
are in hand for more changes and
improvements when funds allow.  

The committee has been organizing
some very popular social activities,
including dances and quiz nights,
which are proving very successful.
The latest Quiz night raised in excess
of £700 and was made specially inter-
esting by the Chairman's creative
mathematics on the scores at the end
of the evening - he has promised to
do better next time and is now taking
abacus lessons.  The next Quiz Night
is scheduled for July.  The planned
April dance has been postponed to a
later date.  For details see the Village
Hall website:-
www.suttonvalencevillagehall.co.uk

Church News

St Mar y's Church:-

On Saturday 4th April a coffee morn-
ing was held to coincide with the first
archive exhibition of the year, curat-
ed, as usual, by Michael Beaman.  On
Good Friday April 10th 'Olivet to
Calvary' was sung by the augmented
church choir.  The retiring collection
was in aid of Demelza House
Children's Hospice. The Church is
now open to visitors daily during the

week, from 10.00 a.m. until 4.30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to drop in, to
pray, think or just enjoy a moment of
peace and contemplation.

East Sutton Church:-

A Service of Choral Evensong is to
be held on Sunday, May 10th at 6.30
p.m.  All are welcome.  Members of
church choirs from local parishes and
the Sutton Valence Choral Society
have been invited to join the choir for
this Service. The choir will be direct-
ed by Bryan Gipps, who sings in the
choir of Rochester Cathedral.

Sutton Valence Sunday School

The Sunday School ran their Easter
craft workshop on Sunday 5th April
in the parish rooms. 

Sutton Valence Music Society

This season that has just finished
began and ended with special
occasions - one joyful and one
rather sad.  In October we cele-
brated the 35th season of the
Music Society with a champagne
toast, and in March we bade
farewell to Joe Davies, headmas-
ter of Sutton Valence School and
chairman of the Society, who for
the past eight years has been
unstinting with his encourage-
ment and provision of the free

facilities that we enjoy at the school. 

The last concert will also be remem-
bered for the quiet confidence of the
young guitarist who did not balk at
playing in the powercut, and whose
magical cadences seemed to resonate
deeper in the candlelight. 

Next season's programme is under
construction and will be on the soci-
ety's website www.suttonvalencemu-
sicsociety.comat the beginning of
August    Printed programmes will be
available at the Post Office in due

V I L L A G E  A N D S O C I E T Y N E W S

S O C I E T I E S

Quizzical contestants at the Village Hall



Lunch'. Why not come along. Visitors
and new members are always wel-
come. Please telephone 842034 for
information.  The next Jumble Sale is
on Saturday 18th April at 2pm in the
Village Hall.  If you have any dona-
tions please ring 842034 for collec-
tion or deliver them on the day.

Sutton Str ollers

The Strollers meet on the 3rd Sunday
of each month, usually at Sutton
Valence Village Hall car park at
1.30pm. The 'Villages' section in the
KM will contain updated details
ahead of each walk. Now that the
clocks have changed for the summer
we will include a walk in a different
area, when we will share cars from
the village hall assembly point. It's all
free, just turn up on the day. Our
walks are about 5 to 6 miles and last
up to 3 hours. We are a friendly group
- new walkers are always welcome. 

RNLI Maidstone Villages

Our Branch started its fundraising
this year by standing outside Tesco at
Tovil for the day, with our collecting
boxes.  Not an arduous task - in fact
in many ways most enjoyable!   We
hear so many stories from the cus-
tomers - they may have a lifeboat
crew member in their family or may
even have been saved by a lifeboat.
It's quite an eye opener at times, and
the most unlikely people are some-
times those who are amazingly gener-
ous, perhaps even emptying their
pockets completely!

We are now planning our contribution
to the village May Fair on 16th May,
with our Chocolate Tombola and Nail
Game, both good fund raisers and
popular with children and adults
alike.   We look forward to seeing
you there  For any other information
regarding the RNLI or our Branch,
please call 747490.  Audrey Bishop.

Royal British Legion

During March The Annual Poppy
Appeal Awards Evening for Cadets
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course.  If you would like to join the
society's mailing list contact Hilary
Northcroft on 844888 or e-mail
hilary@northcroft.uk.net

Sutton Valence Choral Society

The Summer Concert will be on
Sunday 5 July at Sutton Valence
School, 7.30pm.  The musical pro-
gramme will comprise of a mixture of
popular classical pieces, yet to be
decided, and wine and refreshments
will be served (again, details t.b.a.).

Sutton Valence Youth Club

News and comments from members:

"I have been coming to the Youth Bus
every Tuesday for the last year.  I
have enjoyed coming as I have done
some great activities.  Everyone has a
laugh.  We have done graffiti, which
was amazing.  I have also been to
Thorpe Park, a girly pamper day and
to see 'Dirty Dancing', 'Lion King'
and 'We Will Rock You'.  Each trip
was loads of fun!  In the summer we
are planning to do sports and BBQ.  

The staff are friendly and great fun
and sometimes I wonder who are the
real kids - us or them?" - Becky

"I really enjoy coming because every-
one that goes is friendly.  The staff
that run the Youth Bus are so charm-
ing and always welcoming.  We are
always doing fun activities e.g. we
went to Buckmore Park go-karting
and ice stating and we have just fin-
ished doing a fun filled four  weeks at
graffiti - we are always doing cool
and amazing things."

Meet the Kent Youth Service staff:-

Natalie - she is always smiling and
cheerful and takes us on trips to
Thorpe Park and many different
places.

Steve - he is always making jokes up
and some are good.  He experiments
with his smoothie maker and he is a
good laugh.

Anita - another person who is always
smiling and welcoming.  She wears a
fluffy hat and encourages people to
try and do things.

"The Youth Club rules and, every
Tuesday, the staff put on funny and
cracking nights.  The summers are
good times.  We play rounders, foot-
ball and we do BBQ's.  Please join -
we are based at the Harbour field, off
South Lane"  Call the Parish Clerk
for details.  

Adults - we need more volunteers to
support the great work being done by
Natalie and her team.  Will you join
in, too?  Call 844135 (like- now?)

Sutton Valence WI

We started our year with the sad
news of the loss of our friend and
fellow member Peggy Sanders.
Peggy belonged to the WI for
many years and was our treasurer
for a long time.  We will miss her
friendship and her expertise.
At our January meeting we had a
slide-show and talk about the ren-

ovations needed to save Canterbury
Cathedral.  In February Lesley Gould
gave us a wonderful talk about
'Ladies of Japan'.  At our March
meeting we were encouraged by
Pauline Dewick to investigate treas-
ures in our attics, while, in April,
Chris McCooey gave a talk with the
intriguing title 'Kent Scandals'. 

We hold our meetings on the second
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall and we have lots of
other activities including darts, crafts,
book club, scrabble and 'Ladies who

Harbour Youth Group graffiti art



Please keep up the good work!  Our
Group is continuing to help the envi-
ronment and raise funds by recycling
waste paper, computer ink cartridges
and unwanted mobile phones. The
cartridges and phones can be handed
to your leader (with charger preferred
and Sim card removed) or taken with
your waste paper. to Norton Lea
Farm, Chart Sutton (Linda Waring's
House).  If your child's school or
your place of work would like to
recycle with us then please ask them
to email andrewosmer@yahoo.co.uk
marking the email "Scouts recycling".
To recycle unwanted clean and tidy
Scouting uniforms please contact
your leader or email us, marking your
email "Scouts uniform".

Active Kids: Sainsbury's 'Active
kids' is back and our scout group is
taking part again this year. Until 3rd
June scouts, families and friends will
be issued one 'Active kids' voucher
for every £10 you spend in any main
store or for every £5 spent in locals
or centrals.  You can also earn vouch-
ers with Sainsbury's petrol and when
you shop online at sainsburys.co.uk
To convert Nectar points into vouch-
ers visit nectar.com Scouts, please
hand your vouchers to your leader.
There is no limit to the number of
vouchers we can collect so spread the
word - your friends, family and
neighbours can collect for us, too. 

Sutton Valence Tennis Club

The new season started on 1 April
and the club is encouraging new
members of all ages and abilities to
join. They have regular Club sessions
where you can play with other mem-
bers, or you can use the facilities at
any time using your own members'
key. For further information, contact
Jenny Waterman on 844558; or email
johnrwaterman@btopenworld.com

Warmlake Short Mat Bowls

You deserve an antidote to the gloom
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across the County was held in the
Ditton Community Centre.  The
Sutton Valence School Combined
Cadet Force were one of the Units to
receive a special certificate and
engraved plate.  Also one of the
Cadets received an individual award
for his contribution.  The presenta-
tions were made by the Lord
Lieutenant of Kent, Allan Willett
C.M.G.  Entertainment included an
excellent Pipe and Drum band from
Romney Marsh.

Members from the Branch attended
the Smarden Branch Annual Dinner
in early April.  Our own Branch
Dinner was at The Dog and Bear
Hotel, Lenham where the National
Chairman of The Royal British
Legion, Peter Cleminson, accompa-
nied by his wife, was our Guest
Speaker.

John is once again running an outing
to Eastbourne in August where the
Central Band of The Royal British
Legion will be playing.  This is an
enjoyable day out.  For details contact
John Partridge.  At present we have
no further outings planned for this
year but things may change.

Meetings are planned for: Mon 20th
April, Mon 11th May and Mon 1st
June.  Stan Heather (Chairman)

Sutton Scout Group

Diary date: Sunday 26th April - the
Annual St Georges Day Parade
through Maidstone.  St. George is the
Patron Saint of Scouting. All mem-
bers of the Scouting movement are
encouraged to parade in full smart
uniform - more information to follow
from your section leaders.  Spectators
are welcome to come and line the
streets to watch the parade and to
help us celebrate St George’s day - so
bring your family and friends.

BeaverSection:  Beaver numbers are
stable and they continue to have fun
and adventure.  Many more activities
are planned.  If you want to take part
in the fun of Beaver Scouting, either

as a Beaver Scout, or as an Adult
Leader or helper please contact
Marilyn on 843089.

Cub Section:  This term we wel-
comed three new members.  We have
learnt how to tie some knots, experi-
enced different foods and learnt some
facts about Canada, Australia and
Spain.  We have also made puppets
and devoured pancakes.  Last month
12 members of the pack took part in a
Space Night sleepover, with a session
in an Astrodome and activities based
on the Astonomers badge.  Also 18
cubs and adults visited Howletts
Animal Park, along with cubs from
all over Kent.

Soon we will be completing the
Scientist badge and the Collectors
badge.  In May we hope to attend the
District incident hike.  A joint camp
for our Cubs and Scouts is planned
for the end of May. 

If you want to take part in the fun of
Cub Scouting, either as a Cub Scout,
or as an Adult Leader or helper ,con-
tact Linda Waring on 843112.

Scout Section: We now have 14
Scouts in the troop.  Spring term
activities included swimming at
Larkfield Leisure Centre, firelighting,
driving remote control cars, cooking
Spanish omelettes and making bird
boxes.  Also included were the
Emergency Aid badge and a hike.

Many thanks go to Andrew Hampson
who is a very valuable assistant.
Many parents have offered their help,
for which we are very grateful.
These offers will be taken up as the
year progresses.  Six members of the
troop will be attending the Kent
International Jamboree alongside the
Paragon Explorer Unit in July. This
should be a fantastic experience, with
Scouts attending from all over the
world.  If you are interested in joining
Suttons Scout Troop, either as a adult
leader or helper or as a Scout then
please contact Linda on 843112.

Recycling Update: Thank you to
everyone for recycling with us.

C O M M U N I T Y N E W S

S P O R T
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and despondency in the World today.
Well - we've got it in this enthralling,
competitive but not too strenuous
sport. As a bonus, there's good com-
pany, patient instruction and superb
surroundings.  You can receive this
therapy twice a week, all year round,
if you wish. Short Mat Bowls - where
neither age nor ability is a barrier.

All you need to start is some flat
soled shoes.  We meet in the Village
Hall from 8pm to 10pm every
Thursday  and on most Tuesdays
(except the 2nd Tuesday of each
month).  Cost?  A modest £2.50 per
session.  Where else will you find an
evening so fascinating for so little?
Come and join us one evening or call
Brenda
French on
843560 for
details.

Please send your news / events /
activities to the Parish Clerk: 

SV Parish Clerk
Warmlake Edge, Chartway Street,
Sutton Valence  Maidstone, Kent

ME17 3JA

Tel:  844135

e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

COPYDEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER:
TUESDAY, 30TH JUNE

Spring “What’ s On” Guide

Mon. 20th April Royal British Legion meeting, Sutton Valence School
Sat 25th April  Freighter service. 10.30-11.00 opp South Bank, 12.00-12.30
Captains Close, 12.30-13.00 The Harbour.
Sun. 10th May   A Service of Choral Evensong, East Sutton Church, 6.30pm
Mon. 11th May    Royal British Legion meeting, Sutton Valence School
Tue. 12th May WI - Resolutions Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Thur 14th May   Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.00pm
Fri 15th May  Peter Shayler's Fair, Village Hall field - evening.
Sat. 16th May  May Fair - Parish Get-together, Village Hall 2.00 - 5.00pm
Sat 16th May   Peter Shayler's Fair, Village Hall field - afternnon/evening.
Sun 17th May  Peter Shayler's Fair, Village Hall field - afternoon.
Tues. 19th May  Annual Parish Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Mon. 1st June   Royal British Legion meeting, Sutton Valence School .
Tues. 9th June   WI Garden Meeting, 'The World of Lavender' by Simon 

Charlesworth, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Thur 11th June  Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.00pm
Sun. 5th July  SVGardeners Association Summer Show - Village Hall
Thur 9th July  Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.00pm
Tues. 14th July    WI meeting. 'Making the Most of Yourself' by Dallas 

Barnes-Hughes, Village Hall 7.30pm 

Regular Clubs

KCC-run Youth Bus - every Tuesday - The Harbour 7-9pm
Darby & Joan Club - 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month - Langley Village
Hall, 2.00-4.30pm
Sutton Strollers - 3rd Sunday of every month, S.V. Hall car park at 1.30pm
Short Mat Bowls - most Tuesdays & every Thursday S.V. Hall 8-10pm
Table Tennis Club - every Monday S.V. Village Hall, 7.30 - 10.30pm

Speedwatch.

Do your bit to keep speeds down.
To join the SVSpeedwatch team,
call the Clerk on 844135

Remember - many of the fast driv-
ers on the A274 are local residents.

Kill your speed, too.

Police matters

Our new local constable
is PC Steve Older, who
has just taken up his
duties.  Keep an eye out
and give him a welcome.

PCSO Jon White will be leaving, to
join the police!  He deserves our
thanks for the excellent work he has
been doing for our community.

Local History Exhibitions - Michael Beaman’s great series of free exhi-
bitions will be open at St. Mary’s Church (10-noon) on the first Saturday of
each month until September- don’t miss them.  

Remember:-

In an emergency, call 999, if an
incident is happening now.   

Call 690690to report any other
crime or incident that needs

police  to attend.  

Don’t just forget it.   

The William Lambe Allowance.

The Parish Council is working with
a national charity to distribute
money from this fund, which was
set up over a century ago, to help
local retired people in need. Up to
£500 per year could be available to
SV residents who qualify.  

If you would like more details,
please call or e-mail the Parish
Clerk (844135) , who will be able
to advise in confidence. 

SV Youth Club at the Harbour

Tuesday evenings - Highlights

5th May - Careers night - CVs etc
12th May - Smoothie night - Steve
19th May - Fish and Chips night 
26th May - Media night - discussion
Wed 27th May - Ice skating trip
Fri 29th May - Dover Castle trip
2nd June - 5-a-side and Karaoke
9th June - Open Mike night
16th June - Rounders, beauty, cards
23rd June - Parachute games
30th June - Project scrapbook,  

Celebrating our Youth Project


