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Kent International Gateway Public Consultation

The planning application for the Kent International Gateway (KIG)
has entered a further public consultation period, following the sub-
mission of new details to Maidstone Borough Council.

The proposed site for the KIG Rail Interchange is 264 acres of farm-
land close to the M20, bounded by Thurnham Lane in the west and
Junction 8 to the east.  If the application is approved the impact on
our local communities will be considerable and its effect on the road
network will change the area beyond recognition.  The new details
submitted by developers AXA are available on-line at  www.digitalmaidstone.co.uk. They can also be read at the Town
Hall, the council's reception in the new Maidstone Gateway, King Street, Maidstone, and at libraries.

The Joint Parish Group (JPG), which includes Sutton Valence PC, is strongly opposed to the proposals.  The loss of
historic countryside and wildlife will be irreversible.  The location makes no sense in terms of the country's freight
transport network.  Even the Government guidance is for road/rail freight depots of this type to be inside the M25 or
north of London, where new facilities are already planned or operating.

Locally, we already see the crushing weight of traffic on the M20 from junctions 4 to 8 - the project would increase
this problem, not relieve it.  Finally, the effects of new lorry and car traffic on the A20 and on the road through Leeds
to Sutton Valence and on the south have been ignored or underestimated.  More than 13,000 vehicles use the A274
each day, with numbers increasing by 2-300 each year.  KIG would make it worse - adding more and bigger vehicles.

JPG are urging all residents to submit their individual comments and objections to the Borough Council. We believe it
is essential that MBC receive as many representations as possible opposing the application.  Any adult living in your
property has the right to submit their views.  Comments need not be lengthy - simple statements objecting to the plan-
ning application would suffice - because of the damaging environmental impact of the proposal or the impact on
already inadequate Kent roads.  A large number of objections will strengthen the fight against the application.  Even if
you have already objected to the plan, it is important that you write again. Your letter or e-mail should refer to your
previous objection and confirm that this still applies.   Please make your voice heard, whatever your views.

Letters should be sent to Steve Clarke, Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6JQ or you can com-
ment by e-mail to KIGcomments@maidstone.gov.uk (quoting ref..MA/07/2092).  

The consultation period runs until 6th February 2009.  

ACT NOW - DON'T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE YOUR SAY

JPG Patrons are Hugh Robertson MP& Richard Ashworth MEP.  JPG represents the Parishes of:
Bearsted, Boxley, Broomfield & Kingswood, Chart Sutton, Detling, Downswood, Harrietsham,
Hollingbourne, Langley, Leeds, Lenham, Otham, Sutton Valence, Thurnham and Ulcombe.
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Jubilee Team Christmas Report

Childr ens' Christmas Party.  This
year we had an amazing 82 children
attending the Parish Council party.
After tea, Reg e Mental entertained

everyone - many parents
and grandparents stayed
and joined in the fun. 

When Father Christmas
arrived with his huge
sacks of presents, we
thought the Village Hall
roof would fall down
with the excitement and
noise.

This was a wonderful
afternoon, with a great
atmosphere, lots of
laughter and fun with
everyone helping.
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Carols on the Green.  Sue Wight
and the Thursday choir led us again
this year, Father Paul Kish and
friends supplied the music and fifty
hardy Sutton Valence residents sang
their hearts out.  The Christmas Tree
on the Green looked beautiful and it
was a "starry, starry night".

All these events were organised by a
small band of people, who truly
showed the Christmas Spirit.  Others
helped with decorating and ticket
saless.  The Queens Head Oddfellows
donated, erected and decorated the
huge Christmas Tree on the Green.

Many thanks to you all.  Best wishes
to everyone for a Happy, Healthy
New Year.

If you would like to help with the
work of the Jubilee team, please call
the Parish Clerk on 842461. 

Police Bass Band Concert.

This is the 8th year the Band have
played for Sutton Valence.  It has
become a terrific and traditional way
of starting the festive season for

many.  There was a superb
selection of music and
carols.  Mr. Groves, the
Director congratulated us
on our singing and men-
tioned the happy atmos-
phere in the Village Hall.
In the interval
everyone had
a glass of
mulled wine
and a mince
pie.  Long
may it contin-
ue.
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New Year’s Day Pram Race

The 30th running of the Race proved
to be a good year for both transport
and fashion.  The eight teams had
created some exciting machines that
could roughly described as prams.
The nuns of the Tyre Friars made it
look wimple, as they streaked across
the line in a streamlined buggy.  

Smurfs, musketeers, an angel, a green
man and several other teams were left
in their wake, winning only admira-
tion and free drinks on the way
round.  Local MPHugh Robertson
presented the trophy to the winners
and the Musketeers were adjudged
best dressed, though, slowed down by
their big hats and moustaches, they
finished well down the field.

Once again, Lyndon
Davies and the Queens
Head Oddfellows deserve
a big prize for  organising
the event superbly.  They
also raised around £1000
for Cancer Research UK
and their own local 
QHOF charity work.

Winners: The Tyre Friars - wimply magnificent.

Not just pretty costumes - the three
Musketeers (and horse) in full flight.
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Parish Council update.

It has been a year of major change in
so many ways round the world and
across the country.  The Parish
Council has been been changing, too.
In the course of 2008 we saw the
departure of Tim Cowen, Roger
Peverett and Di Hunt from the
Council after many years of loyal
service.  Their co-opted succcessors
are Phil Taylor, Lyndon Davies
(again) and Gordon Dent.  The final
vacancy was filled recently by Jim
Sayer, bringing us up to full strength.  

Probably the most radical change in
2008 was the appointment, last
January, of Nicola Dawkins as Parish
Clerk.  In the course of the year she
has transformed our level of organisa-
tion and service.  The pressures on
parish councils and the amount of
information that must be digested and
acted upon are increasing rapidly.
Nicola has organised the material and
the councillors very efficiently.  She
has also taken her work to the resi-
dents, with quarterly 'drop-in' ses-
sions and has been ever available by
phone and e-mail.  In addition she has
received praise from our auditors on
her financial acumen and she has
helped improve the image and impact
of the parish council in local govern-
ment circles.  

We have been sharing her skills with
Langley PC, reducing costs and
improving efficiency.  However,
Langley have now offered her
increased hours, which means that
she can no longer serve two masters
in the time available.  So, sadly, she
will be leaving her post at the end of
March.  Fortunately, Cllr. Janet
Burnett has applied to fill the gap.
Following her resignation from the
Council, members agreed to appoint
Janet, initially as Nicola's unpaid
deputy and then as Clerk, at least
until next year.  They also recorded
their grateful thanks to both of them
for their work on behalf of the
Council and the community.  

The latest person to be co-opted onto
the Council is Jim Sayer.  He is mar-

ried and has two
daughters.
Wheelchair-bound,
after a car crash
six years ago, he
works as a volun-
teer at Maidstone
Hospital and is
keen to make a
difference.  He

will strengthen our links to the
Tuesday evening Kent Youth Service
project that is running in the parish.

Roads: At street level, the response
from Kent Highways has improved
markedly, with staff enthusiasm and
the new computer recording system
making a real difference.  Pot-holes
have been filled, grids emptied and
improvements made in Rectory Lane,
at the pathway to the church and on
Tumblers Hill, where hedges have
been cut back and parts of the fotot-
path resurfaced.  Several other
improvements are promised.  

Higher up the chain, KHS responses
have been slow.  Useful improve-
ments have recently been made to
signs at the South Lane junction.
However, our concerns about
Warmlake Crossroads are growing.
After nearly two years of pressure a
safety inspection has just been com-
pleted and upgrading of the road sur-
face and signs may result.  However,
any major improvement is unlikely to
be considered before 2011 at the ear-
liest.  Urgently needed school cross-
ings are also still below the radar.

Finance: Next year will be a chal-
lenging one for us all.  The Borough
Council will increase our mainte-
nance grant slightly but it has cut
additional grants, which means that
our funding will be less than this
year.  Our workload will increase,
with the KIG issue, possible afford-
able housing projects and the struggle
to get improvements at Warmlake
crossroads.  The Council will contin-

ue to seek grants to support major
improvement projects, notably updat-
ing of the old play equipment at the
at the War Memorial playing field in
North Street and expansion of the car
park at the Village Hall.  In addition,
the pavilion, used by four local soccer
teams, is in urgent need of repair.
Hedge cutting and maintenance need
to be extended, particularly in areas
of the village centre.  The cost of run-
ning our streetlights is another major
uncertainty.  Power costs are likely to
increase very significantly and EDF
have announced they will not provide
repairs and maintenance from April.
Given these uncertainties the Council
has proposed an increase in the parish
precept for next year.  An increase of
£2000 will add 6p per week to the
average household Council Tax bill
from April.

Harbour drinking ban: In the sum-
mer the Council received complaints
from residents about some young
people drinking to excess in the area
of the Harbour playing field.  The
Council looked into the possibility of
seeking an official drink-ban order.

M O R E R E P O R T S  F R O M  Y O U R  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L

Parish Councillors

Cllr. Larry Mulheirn, Chairman
(844595), Cllr. Maurice Stancombe,
Vice-Chairman (844845), Cllr. Peter
Green (843230), Cllr. Eileen Riden

(844953), Cllr. Janet Burnett (842166),
Cllr. Phil Taylor (843214), Cllr. Lyndon

Davies (844046), Cllr Gordon Dent
(07957 425490), Cllr Jim Sayer (07852

959644)

Clerk to the Parish Council
Ms Nicola Dawkins  (842461)

e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Borough Councillor
Cllr Paulina Stockell,

Tel/Fax: 842508, e-mail:
paulinastockell@maidstone.gov.uk

County Councillor
Cllr. Eric Hotson (01580 892312)
e-mail: eric.hotson@kent.gov.uk

Y O U R  P A R I S H
C O N T A C T S



However, police reports showed only
one official complaint and no further
action could be taken.  If you see evi-
dence of the problem the police
should be informed.  As with all
criminal actions that you see or know
about within the Parish, please call
the police, so that action can be taken
and crime figures give a truer picture.  

Tumblers Hill Roadworks: The
work to connect a new sewer from
East Sutton Prison to the main sewer
in Sutton Valence is moving slowly.
The contractors have had to dig
through solid ragstone all the way up
Tumblers Hill, hence the long clo-
sure. However, something good has
come from the job.  The Parish
Council agreed that the contractors
could use the lay-by at the top of the
hill to store materials, in return for
protection of the recently-cleared
drain and in-filling the area with road
stone.  This resurfacing has now been
done and, hopefully, flooding of the
lay-by will be a thing of the past.

Parish Enhancement Group report

New PEG Steps, Tumblers Hill: for
years people have slipped and slith-
ered getting up or down from the top
of Tumblers Hill to Bowhalls.  But
"Enough!" decided four villagers
from The Platt - in one weekend with
materials provided by a grant from
Action for Communities in Rural
Kent they built eleven magnificent
new steps, complete with handrail.   

Parish Action and Tidy Up Day:
Sunday 2nd November - no rain or

snow this year!  Sixteen people
turned out, the majority working at
Bowhalls, re-planting a 'missing'
hedge, using small native bushes that
had been donated.  Elsewhere, anoth-
er group cleared vegetation from the
area by the new steps. At the top of
the field, clearance work started on a
lovely fig tree that was being buried
in brambles and blackthorn and in
Lambe's Garden ivy was cleared from
the wall running along the High
Street. Finally, large amounts of litter
were cleared in South Lane, from
South Bank down to the A274 and
along the footpath to Oakwood Farm. 

At the end of the morning the volun-
teers called at the Court House, for
hotdogs and beer, returning home for

a rest.  Many thanks to all those who
generously gave their time for the
benefit of the whole parish. 
And it doesn't stop there - later, a
team from the lower village planted
25 kg of daffodil bulbs along the
lower A274 and a few around the
childrens play area in the Harbour -
can't wait for a Spring surprise!

Parish Action and Tidy Up Day is a
six- monthly event - so look out for
details in the next issue on how you
can join in. If you are interested in
helping please call or e-mail the
Parish Clerk (842461).

Harbour and Bowhalls Review:  With
help from Kent Wildlife Trust we
have completed a major review of
parish land at The Harbour and
Bowhalls, to provide an improved
habitat for birds, plants and wildlife
in general, while at the same time
improving the environment for resi-
dents.  So what are the proposals? 

1. The Harbour field:- 
We will try to restore the original
damp meadow by changing our mow-
ing practice to "cut and collect". This
will prevent the area being choked
with cut grass each year, which over-
fertilises the ground, chokes out
weaker wild flowers and allows
strong grasses to take over. Pocket
planting of wild flowers and mowing
of a few paths will make the whole
area more welcoming for taking a
stroll. The sports area at The Harbour
will remain the same but, next door, a
large strip is being reserved for exten-
sion of the allotments.  

2. Bowhalls and Mrs. Argles' Wood:-
This area requires the most work
- the wood requires substantial thin-
ning having only had minor attention
since first planting years ago. It is so
dense that no light gets through and it
has become a desert for woodland
flowers, wildlife and birds. This work
has been under way for several
months, thanks to the Community
Service Group who work with Phil
Taylor each Sunday.  Projects are- 

* a woodand edge of low growing
bushes and trees will be planted to
create a wildlife habitat. Some parish-
ioners helped in applying for free
trees, under the KCC "Kent Free
Trees Scheme" - we have received
400 in all.  Twigs would be a more
accurate description but, as they say,
big trees (or bushes in our case) from
little acorns grow!  Again the
Community Service Group together
with half a dozen parishioners planted
these in a single day, at the same time
extending other areas of copse and
replanting a hedge that used to divide
the field, back in the 1900s.

M O R E  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L N E W S

Team members Richard Carney,
Greg Cooke, Phil Taylor and 

Glenn Hamilton

Speedwatch.

Do your bit to keep speeds down.
Join the team - call the Parish

Clerk on 842461 ore-mail
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

Remember - many of the fast 
on the A274 are local.

Kill your speed, too.
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January) for a walk of between 5 and
7 miles. We normally gather at Sutton
Valence village hall car park at
1.30pm, then walk or drive in convoy
from there to a start further away,
particularly in the summer.  We are an
informal bunch - there's no fee, so
just turn up on the day.  Dogs are
welcome as well. E-mail reminders
are sent to anyone interested about a
week before, with some details of the
walk.  If you wish to receive these
please contact David Gray at
david.gray@carr-gomm.org.uk

S.V. Gardeners Association

Members enjoyed an excellent
carvery meal at their  Annual Dinner
at the Ridge Golf Club in November.
This new venue was needed to
accommodate the increasing numbers
- eighty six people were comfortably
seated on this occasion.

The AGM also drew a record atten-
dance.  The Chairman, Peter Taylor
noted that it was the 131st AGM,
with the society's history going back
at least to 1877, according to the
record of early minutes.  Finances
were reported to be in good shape.
Excellent events included the talk by
Tom Hart Dyke and the coach outing
to Leonardslee Gardens in East
Sussex.  As a result of the large num-
ber attending the AGM, it was sug-
gested to move the meeting to the
Village Hall next year and include a
social event such as Cheese & Wine
etc. - this will be given serious con-
sideration.   All members of the com-
mittee were re-elected.

The 2009 coach outing to Windsor
will include visits to Savill Gardens
and the Auricula Show.  It will again
be subsidised.   Membership will
remain at £5 per year.  T.M.Turner.

S.V. Royal British Legion

Many thanks to all Poppy Appeal col-
lectors for the hard work during
November.  Thanks, too, to the local
pubs and businesses who helped and
to Brian and Gillian our Poppy
Appeal co-ordinators - without them
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* mowing methods will be changed
here, as in The Harbour, to "cut and
collect", though an area below the
allotments, used for recreation, will
be kept mown short as at present.

* hedges will be cut where appropri-
ate in a pyramid shape leaving a two
metre wide rough grass margin  

* a community orchard is planned for
the area above new PEG Steps, if
funding can be found.

* finally, as at The Harbour, an area
will be set aside for expansion of the
allotments. 

3. Cost:- We hope to make these envi-
ronmental improvements at little or
no cost to the parish, so we will be
relying as far as possible on dona-
tions, grants, volunteers and goodwill.
Where we don't receive we can't do.
For more details or to get involved in
the work, call Phil Taylor on 843214.

A broad view is emerging of the way
ahead for St. Mary’s church.  The
first step is that the parishes of the
Thee Suttons are to be 'clustered' with
Headcorn parish, to form a 'joint min-
istry'.  None of the four parishes now
have sufficient numbers of regular
Sunday worshippers to be able to
afford a full-time Vicar and putting
the four parishes together makes
commercial and ecclesiastical sense.
As a result, from the New Year the
Suttons have been transferred to the
Weald Deanery.  This will be marked
at a Confirmation Service to be held
at Goudhurst on Sunday 15th March.

Advertisements for a Priest in Charge
of Headcorn and the Suttons (to live
in Headcorn Vicarage) will appear in
late February. The Bishop of Dover,
the Archdeacon of Maidstone and
representatives of the Churchwardens
will form the interview panel hope-
fully to appoint a Priest in Charge
later in the summer.  Later (probably
in 2010), a 'House for Duty', part-
time priest will be appointed for the
Suttons, to live in Sutton Valence vic-
arage, which will be rented until then. 

C H U R C H N E W S

Meanwhile Sunday Celebrants and
preachers will continue to help out.
So far they have included the truly
inspirational Bishop of Dover (on
Christmas Day) and a number of
other talented Priests.  Above all, we
have valued the support and guidance
of Paul Kish, Chaplain of Sutton
Valence School. Fr Paul has given
immense amounts of his time, carry-
ing out much-needed pastoral work in
the Parishes, without which we
should have been in a sorry state
indeed.  Gover James, Churchwarden

Sutton Valence Music Society

Now well into our 35th season, we
have again been uplifted and amazed
by the talent of visiting young per-
formers.   Don't miss the final two
concerts - the
Brodowski
Quartet on 6th
February and
the guitarist
Dimitiris
Dekavallas on
6th March.  If
you haven't
been to one of our concerts before,
you can request a free ticket.  See our
website www.suttonvalencemusicso-
ciety.comfor details or contact Hilary
Northcroft on 844888. 

Thr ee Suttons Helpline

The Three Suttons Helpline is a vol-
untary group which offers lifts to doc-
tors' surgeries, hospitals and dentists
to those without transport. They will
also collect prescriptions and occa-
sionally help with shopping.  The
scheme is funded by donations from
the users of the service and the local
parish councils - and by the generosi-
ty of the drivers.

To use this service, please telephone
843235 or 842530 or 842346.  If you
would like to help with this service,
call Christine Parkes on 842217.

Sutton Str ollers

We meet every third Sunday (except

S O C I E T I E S



cartridges and unwanted mobile
phones. The cartridges and phones
can be handed to your leader.  If your
school or place of work would like to
recycle with us please email
andrewosmer@yahoo.co.ukmarking
the email "Scouts recycling". 

To take part in the fun of Scouting, to
offer help or to learn more, please
call Marilyn on 843089 for Beavers,
Linda on 843112 for Cubs or Scout
Leader Peter Croft (07793 708389). 
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it would not be possible.  We raised a
grand total of £2751, up on 2007
despite the 'credit crunch'.  Our two
top collectors in Sutton Valence
raised £154 and £110 respectively, a
magnificent effort.

Our new Vice Chairman, elected at
the December meeting, is Mr Robert
Adams of Chart Sutton.  The January
outing to The Chelsea Pensioners on
31st January is fully booked, with a
waiting list.  John Partridge is run-
ning an outing to Robert Waffe at The
Kings Hall, Herne Bay on 1st March
- please contact John direct if you are
interested.  Our Annual Dinner will
be on Saturday 25th April - contact
Stan Heather.  An outing is being
planned to visit The National
Arboretum, combined with a visit to a
War Cemetery in Cannock Chase.
This would involve an overnight stay
in Stafford - contact Chairman Stan
Heather for more information.

Future meeting dates (Mondays) are:
1st March, 20th April, 11th May and
1st June - Sutton Valence School
Music room 7.30pm for 8.00pm.

RNLI Maidstone Villages Branch

Sales of Christmas cards, calendars
and diaries are over for another year.
The committee have done a grand job
on behalf of the Lifeboats, once
again.  Sales have not been easy this
year, but we still sent over £2,000 to
support our brave men and women in
their courageous work.

A few "vital statistics" from 2007 -
lifeboats were launched an amazing
8,201 times, rescuing 7,834 people,
around the UK and Ireland.  RNLI
lifeguards on 71 beaches rescued
1,350 people and responded to 8,201
incidents.  Lifeboat crews also res-
cued many animals including dogs,
horses and cows, (thus saving their
owners attempting dangerous res-
cues).  Membership to the RNLI
starts at only £26 per year, which
entitles you to the RNLI quarterly
magazine and the privilege of staying
in the RNLI Training College at

Poole, (when not being used by crews
of course).  The place has a real
"wow" factor.  For more details, con-
tact Audrey Bishop on 843585.

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts

Scouts at the Panto: On 13th
December, over fifty members of the
Suttons Scout group and their fami-
lies watched a modernized version of
'Jack and the Beanstalk'.  The show
combining classic and fresh forms of
comic entertainment.   The Suttons
took up the  entire balcony which,
sadly, meant the children were out of
range of both the sweets thrown out
to the audience and the water pistols.
Ice creams and sweets at the interval
made up for this and a good time was
had by all.

Cubs: Last term we welcomed two
new members, while three others
'graduated' to Scouts at the Christmas
party.  This term we will be doing the
Scientist badge and performing a
puppet show as part of the Creative
Challenge badge. In March we will
be joining cubs from all over Kent for
a day out at Howletts Animal Park.

Why join the Cubs?  Current cubs
comments include:- "Cubs is exciting.
When I get home from school on
Mondays I want to go to Cubs
straight away", "The things I like best
about Cubs are:- games, scrapheap
challenge, Mayhem, food(!), knots,
camps and I would like to go fishing!

Scouts Section:  The troop is now up
and running each week with currently
eleven members, four of whom have
just moved up from Cubs.  At the end
of last term the troop cooked short-
bread, made wooden Christmas table
decorations, using their skill with a
bowsaw and a drill, and went bowling
in Maidstone.  Future evenings will
include an evening hike and swim-
ming, as well as other activities.  

Recycling Update:  The group helps
the environment and raises funds by
recycling waste paper, computer ink

C O M M U N I T Y N E W S

Genealogy course information.

Celia Heriatge, writer, lecturer and
genealogist on Radio Kent's regular
family history phone-in, is offering a
five-week course, for both beginners
and experience students.  It will run
each Monday evening from 2nd -
30th March, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the
Village Hall.  For information, call
her on 01303 814957 or visit
www.heritagefamilyhistory.co.uk/eve
nts

Parish Events - dates foryour
diary in 2009.

May Fair
Saturday 16th May 

Christmas Party - 
Saturday 5th December

Band Concert 
Sunday 13th December

Carols on the Green
Thursday 17th December

Pot-holes and otherproblems
with r oads, pavements or

hedges?  

Report the problem to the Parish
Clerk, who will register it on the
new Kent Highways computer
and track progress in solving it.

Call her on 842461or e-mail 
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

You can also call Kent Highways
direct on 08458 247800
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Please send your news / events /
activities to the Parish Clerk: 

SV Parish Clerk
10 Warmlake Cottages

Chartway Street, Sutton Valence
Maidstone, Kent  ME17 3JA

Tel:  842461
e-mail: clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

NEXT COPYDEADLINE:
TUESDAY, 31STMARCH

Winter “What’ s On” Guide

Sat. 31th Jan - Royal British Legion, Outing to Chelsea Pensioners
Fri. 6th Feb - SVMusic Society, Brodowski Quartet Concert
Thur. 12th Feb - SVParish Council, Village Hall, 7pm
Sat. 14th Feb - Freighter service. 2.00-2.30 opp South Bank, 2.30-2.50
Captains Close, 2.50-3.15 The Harbour.
Sun. 1st Mar - Royal British Legion, Outing to Kings Hall, Herne Bay
Sun. 1st Mar - Royal British Legion, SVSchool Music Room, 7.30pm
Fri. 6th Mar - SVMusic Society, Dimitiris Dekavallas (guitarist).
Thur. 12th Mar. - SVParish Council, Village Hall, 7pm
Sun. 15th Mar - Church Confirmation Service, Goudhurst.
Sat. 4th April - Local History exhibit, St Mary’s Church, 10am - noon. 
Mon. 20th Apr - Royal British Legion, SVSchool Music Room, 7.30pm
Sat. 25th Apr - Royal British Legion, Annual Dinner
Mon. 11th MayRoyal British Legion, SVSchool Music Room, 7.30pm
Fri 15th - Sun 17th May - Shaylers Family Fair - SVPlaying Field
Sat. 16th May - Sutton Valence May Fair, SV Playing Field

Regular Clubs
KCC-run Youth Bus - every Tuesday - The Harbour 7-9pm
Beavers and Cubs Monday evenings, Scouts Friday evenings.
Darby & Joan Club - 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month - Langley Village
Hall 2.00-4.30pm
Sutton Strollers - 3rd Sunday of every month, S.V. Hall car park at 1.30pm
Short Mat Bowls - most Tuesdays & every Thursday S.V. Hall 8.00 - 10.00pm
Table Tennis Club - every Monday S.V. Village Hall, 7.30 - 10.30pm

SV Primar y School News

Enjoyable pre-Christmas events
included school performances of
'Christmas Around the World', our
carol service held at Sutton Valence
School chapel and a Year 2 entertain-
ment with carols at the SVCare
Home.  We are developing closer
links with the parish, through visits
from Father Paul Kish, who has been
taking our assemblies.  Year 6 chil-
dren took part in a nativity art compe-
tition and the carol service was well
attended by families.

This term two classes travelled to
Canterbury to see the Pantomime
Snow White and the KIC Theatre
Company provided workshops at the
school.  PTA fundraising will focus
on improving the school pond. 

The clothing bank collections raise
funds for both the school and Kent
Air Ambulance.  We hope that the
local community will continue to use
this bank for unwanted clothes and
textiles.  Thank you for your support.
Sarah Drury, Headteacher.

From the Ar chive

The photo shows the view over the Weald from the top of the church tower
and was taken early last century, long before there was any development
between the lower end of South  Lane and the main road. The roof of
Belringham can be seen on the left but the key group of buildings is in the

centre of the picture.  Those buildings were
the premises of Sutton Valence gas works.
The Sutton Valence Gas Company was estab-
lished in 1866 and was taken over by the

Maidstone Gas
Company in 1907.
The gas holders were
demolished in 1956.

Because it had its
own gas works,
Sutton Valence
became the first vil-

lage in the area to install street lighting and it wasn't until the 1960s that the
gas lamps were finally converted to electricity.  The streetlights outside the
Kings and Queens Head pubs are some of the original gas lights, still in
service but adapted to use watts rather than therms.

Electricity only reached the village in the mid-1930s. We take it for granted
these days and curse whenever there is a power cut, but there are still people
living in the parish who remember when the only options for lighting were
gas lights, oil lamps and candles.  If you know more about gas, electricity
and water supplies in the village, Michael Beaman (842278) would love to
hear from you.

Local History exhibition

The first of this year's local history
exhibitions will in the tower room
of St Mary's church on Saturday 4th
April, 10am to noon.  A new exhibi-
tion will be mounted on the first
Saturday of every month up to
September.  Most exhibitions can
also be viewed at other times by
arrangement with curator Michael
Beaman (842278)


